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The Battle of Brazito: Reappraising a
Lost and Forgotten Episode in the
Mexican-American War
NEIL C. MANGUM

Christmas Day 1996 marked the sesquicentennial observance of the Battle
of Brazito, one of only a few pitched battles fought on New Mexico soil
during the Mexican-American War. l Brazito is certainly one of the lesserknown engagements in a war that possesses a reputation for anonymity,
at least in the United States. Each day thousands of motorists hurry
along the busy 1-10 corridor between EI Paso,Texas and Las Cruces,
New Mexico, unaware that the first engagement of the war in New Mexico
was fought in the Rio Grande valley near the community of Mesquite. A
weathered New Mexico State Historical Marker on the north side of the
town of Vado along New Mexico Highway 478 stands as the only reminder of the Battle of Brazito. The current location of the marker suggests that the site is near Vado, a conclusion based largely on the findings
and interpretations of long-time scholars of the battle, George Ruhlen
and Andrew Armstrong. 2 The historical writings of Ruhlen and
Armstrong focused on arguing the battlefield's location but devoted
scant attention to Brazito's military and historical significance. The battlefield, like the battle itself, has become lost, relegated to nothing more
than a passing footnote in history. A closer examination of this conflict,
however, and its significance indicates the engagement played a more
pivotal role in the Mexican-American War than previously considered.
When the Mexican-American War was declared in May 1846, Presi- .
dent James K. Polk focused on achieving two objectives-establishing
the Rio Grande as the boundary between Texas and Mexico, and acquiring the Mexican provinces of New Mexico and California. With Zachary
Neil Mangum is a historian with the National Park Service currently based at SuI
Ross State University, Alpine, Texas. Funds from the American Battlefield Protection Program, National Park Service, Washington, D.C., supported study of the
Brazito Battlefield.
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Taylor's Army of Occupation already entrenched at Fort Brown, Texas,
Polk ordered Colonel Stephen W. Kearny to seize New Mexico and to
protect the interest of United States traders en route to Santa Fe. Polk
envisioned a larger plan than just an overland campaign to conquer New
Mexico. In California, a bubbling caldron of rebellion was brewing. In a
30 May cabinet meeting, Polk and his advisers decided that once New
Mexico fell under the control of the United States, Kearny would proceed to California to establish a civil government there. 3
By the end of June 1846 American troops stood poised at Fort
Leavenworth, Missouri, for the conquest and annexation of New Mexico
and California. Colonel Kearny, a tough thirty-year career army officer
and commander of the army's ehte First Dragoons, assembled a sixteen
hundred-man invasion force comprised of troops from his First Dragoons, artillery, and the First Regiment Missouri Mounted Volunteers. 4
The First Missouri Mounted Volunteers, commanded by Colonel
Alexander Doniphan, constituted the major portion of Kearny's Army of
the West. A graduate of Augusta College in Kentucky, Doniphan established a law practice in Liberty, Missouri, where he became a brigadier
general in the Missouri militia and participated in the expulsion of the
Mormons from Missouri. He served three terms in the Missouri legislature. 5 Doniphan was a towering man for his period. One observer who
saw the victorious soldier in New Orleans after the Missourians completed their campaign described him as standing six foot four inches tall
and weighing between 240 and 260 pounds with fingers nine inches
long and feet of equal proportions. The awed writer went on, "His hair is
a sort of sandy red and sticking out something like porcupine quills and
his men say that he is not afraid of the Devil or the God that made him."6
The First Missouri Volunteers were fun-loving civilians and frontiersmen who did not always observe a strict code of military discipline.
By war's end, however, they had earned the same respect as their commander. Many donned fringed hunting shirts and pantaloons, and the
long campaign bronzed their faces. Most wore full beards that resembled
a bearskin stretched over the face, "with nothing but eye holes cut in
it. "7
By the end of June, Kearny's entire force had marched from Fort
Leavenworth to New Mexico. Following the Santa Fe Trail, his column
reached Santa Fe on 18 August, taking formal possession of New Mexico
the next day. Promoted to brigadier general, Kearny drafted a new constitution for New Mexico known as the Kearny Code which guaranteed
religious freedom, personal property rights, and the annexation of
New Mexico to the United States. s
On 11 October, Kearny postponed the Missourians' departure for
Chihuahua, Mexico. Navajo raiders endangered New Mexico communities and threatened to invalidate Kearny's lofty promise to protect the
citizens of New Mexico from Indian attacks. 9 Kearny ordered Doniphan
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to quell the incursions and restore peace and tranquility in New
Mexico. With his departure now on hold, Doniphan organized a campaign to treat with the Navajos by ordering three columns into the
field in mid-autumn. Consequently, the Navajos agreed to meet at
0)0 del Oso (Bear Spring) near present-day Gallup. Doniphan hurried to Bear Spring where he successfully negotiated a peace treaty
with about five hundred Navajos on 22 November. Doniphan then
concluded peace with the Zunis, a traditional enemy of the Navajo.lo
In mid-December, Doniphan rejoined his regiment on the Rio Grande
near Valverde, where they had been protecting a large merchant caravan. A rumor that more than seven hundred Mexicans were advancing upstream to capture their wagons had stalled the merchants. 11
With the exception of artillery en route from Santa Fe, Doniphan
consolidated his forces. He led his eight hundred and fifty mounted
Missourians, sometimes referred to as Yaeger riflemen, toward Paseo del
Norte (present-day Juarez, Mexico). Doniphan divided his regiment into
three sections and staggered each section's departure two days apart,
commencing on 14 December. 12 Doniphan's Missourians and their seventy-five military wagons escorted over three hundred and seventyfive civilian wagons belonging to traders James Magoffin, James Glasgow,
and othersY To save time, Doniphan took the Jornada del Muerto cutoff
from the Rio Grande. This trackless ninety-five-mile shortcut across
the desert lacked water and suitable forage for livestock. Doniphan reunited the three sections sixty-five miles south of Valverde at the tiny
village of Dona Ana. 14
While encamped at Dona Ana, Captain John Reid led his company
downriver on a scouting mission. On 23 December, Reid's men tangled
with Mexican skirmishers, killing two-the first "true casualties" between the warring nations in New Mexico. ls On the twenty-fourth the
column hit the road again, more or less in close marching order. The
day's march covered fourteen or fifteen miles. Camp talk swirled amid
rumors of a seven hundred-man army of Mexicans marching from EI
Paso. Extra ammunition boxes were brought forward and their contents
distributed. 16
Christmas Day dawned mild, sunny, and bright. Before the sun
emerged over the craggy peaks of the Organ Mountains, Doniphan's
advance guard was already plodding down the Chihuahua Trail. The
command straggled badly this day, however, partly because of wandering livestock from the night before and perhaps because it was Christmas Day. A march of eighteen miles brought the van to an arm of the Rio
Grande, which the locals called Brazito. The Missourians made camp in
an open and level prairie on the east bank of the Rio Grande around 3
P.M. Heavy stands of mesquite and thick chaparral hugged the sandy
terrain to the north and south. To the east, the open ground yielded to a
sandy rise punctuated with small, irregular hillocks. Referring to

220

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1997

these dome-shaped hills, the Mexicans named the battle "La batalla
de los Temascalitos."17
Because of lax discipline and straggling, no more than four hundred
of Doniphan's men filed into camp. The remaining Missourians and wagons were strung out for several miles. Of those four hundred men in
camp, many were scattered a mile up and down the river searching for
wood to build cooking fires. 18 A knot of officers including Doniphan
were passing the time playing a game of cards with a captured Mexican
horse as the stakes. 19
Doniphan's close approach to Pas eo del Norte, unchecked to this
point, finally forced the Mexicans into action. On 23 December the local
commander, Colonel Gauno Cuylti, had contracted "brain fever" and
returned to Chihuahua City. Under orders from the Governor of Chihuahua, the second in command, Lieutenant Colonel Luis Vidal, directed
Lieutenant Colonel Antonio Ponce de Leon to intercept the Missourians
before they reached Paseo del Norte. 2o Vidal had instructed Ponce de
Leon to engage the enemy (reported to number between three hundred
and four hundred). "until put to flight." After achieving victory, he
should escort the caravan "of Mexicans and foreigners of nationality
friendly to our Republic." Vidal further admonished his subordinate that,
should the strength of the foreigners exceed his numbers, he should
"fall back, with the object of holding the line of defense established at
this camp [near the present-day El Paso smelter], so as to be able to
protect the retreat. "21
Though Ponce de Leon reported on 26 December that his command
barely exceeded five hundred men, the exact size of his force remains a
matter of dispute. 22 Doniphan's Missourians estimated the Mexican army
at between twelve and thirteen hundred men. The discrepancy in Mexican numbers may never be satisfactorily resolved. It seems probable
that the Missourians exaggerated Mexican military strength. A force of
thirteen hundred men should have easily overlapped both flanks of the
Missouri line. (As they did not, the Mexican forces probably numbered
between seven hundred and one thousand.) By the afternoon of Christmas Day, Ponce de Leon's long lines kicked up a column of dust visible
for miles. The cloud on the horizon appeared to Doniphan to be nothing
more than a disturbance created by the wind. Nevertheless, he dispatched
Lieutenant James A. DeCourcey to investigate. The reconnaissance
proved the dust cloud to be no wind gust but a formidable Mexican army
advancing slowly and in good marching order. Doniphan threw down
his cards, uttering something to the effect of "we must stop this game
long enough to whip the Mexicans but remember that I am way ahead in
the score and cannot be beaten, and we will play it out as soon as the
battle is over." With that, bugles blew assembly and the scattered Missourians scurried to find their horses, guns, and company lines. 23
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Figure I: Marcus Ball Edwards, Plan of the Battle Ground of Brazito, c. 1847.
Ink and colored ink wash illustration from Edwards' Journal, Lib/Arch 17B.8.2,
volume I, page 134. Courtesy of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis.
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That Ponce de Leon did not attack when first within sight of the
Missourians ranks as a major missed opportunity. The disorganized Missourians were vulnerable to a quick assault, considering the men were
strung out for several miles on the road and in camp. Their horses were
grazing, and very few men, including Doniphan, anticipated an attack.
Instead of unleashing his troops, Ponce de Leon sent a messenger toward Doniphan's rapidly forming skirmish line. The Mexican emissary
bore a black flag emblazoned on one side with double skulls and
crossbones while the opposite side held the lofty inscription, "Libertad
o Muerto." Doniphan sent Lieutenant Colonel David Mitchell and an
interpreter, Thomas Caldwell, to parley with the Mexican messenger.
Between the two lines the adversaries exchanged stiff greetings. The
Mexican officer requested that the American commander accompany him
to Lieutenant Colonel Ponce de Leon. Caldwell responded that if the
Mexicans desired peace, then let the Mexican commander come to
Doniphan. The dialogue disintegrated into mutual threats, and both sides
returned to their respective lines. This episode, however brief, gave
Doniphan valuable minutes to mobilize his defenses. 24
Doniphan's thin skirmish line consisted of a single row and no artillery support. Owing to the sudden approach of the Mexican army, Captain John W. Reid could muster no more than sixteen mounted men, and
everyone else was afoot. The skirmishers dispersed in a wide arc with
both ends thrown back toward the banks of the Rio Grande. Companies
B, C, and E formed the right wing; Companies D, H, and G held the
center, and Companies A and F occupied the left, giving what support
they could to the approaching baggage train. 25
The Veracruz Dragoons formed the extreme right flank of Ponce de
Leon's army. The lone howitzer brought to the battlefield anchored the
center. Squads of seventy-five infantrymen each, probably militiamen
from Paseo del Norte, flanked the small cannon, which was probably a
3-pounder that fired primarily solid shot or pieces of scrap metal. The
Actevo Battalion of Dragoons from Chihuahua and the remaining mi litiamen bolstered the Mexican left flank. 26 One fifteen-year-old
Chihuahuan, Francisco Polanco, was among the militiamen supporting
the center and left. His story is typical of the rank and file that filled the
Mexican army. Polanco had been working the cornfields in his village
near Chihuahua when the Mexican army passed through. Conscripted
into the army, Polanco was brought north to fight an enemy he did not
know. "It was the same all the way up the trail .... The Mexican army
with its pobre voluntarios, without uniforms, just old clothes from the
fields, marched to the rear." Although he was full of fear, Polanco said
he tried to fight wellY
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The Mexican line closed to within four hundred yards before launching a general assault from left to right. Doniphan cautioned his men to
wait until the Mexicans were within one hundred yards to maximize the
shock of their firepower. He urged them to "Remember Okeechobee," a
reference to the 1837 Christmas Day encounter with Seminole Indians in
Florida, where some Missouri troops broke and ran under fire. The Mexican left comprised of the Chihuahua cavalry interspersed with the militiamen advanced toward the right flank commanded by Major William
Gilpin. With difficulty, Gilpin's troops saw the Mexicans. Thick chaparral and a slough provided broken cover for the advancing Mexicans.
Gilpin ordered his men to lie down in the grass. Fooled by the ruse, the
advancing Mexicans were suddenly jolted by "a lurid sheet of fire"
poured into them by the rising Missourians. The riddled Mexicans "fled
howling," reported Gilpin. 28
Just as the Mexican left melted away under Gilpin's withering
counterfire, so did the Mexican center and right. Men of Companies D,
G, and H were ordered to divide themselves into two groups and kneel
down. When the Mexican center approached within one hundred yards,
the first group rose, fired, and then reloaded while the second rose and
fired into the Mexicans ..Private Thomas Edwards, a member of Company
D, wrote of the charging Mexicans: "I can tell you the balls whistled
close about my head. I would dodge my head from one side to the other
until I concluded it was useless and I quit the job as a bad one."29 The
Mexicans recoiled under the attack with the Missourians in pursuit. Soldiers of Company G from Howard County, commanded by Lieutenant
Nicholas B. Wright, captured the diminutive cannon, which was drawn
by a solitary mule. One soldier fighting on the right sarcastically remarked that the cannon seemed "as near of no account as anything
could be:'30 The cannon was relinquished to Lieutenant C.H. Kribben
and a few artillerymen who hoped to direct its fire toward the distant
Mexicans, but they were out of range. 31
The most severe fighting emerged on the Mexican right where the
Veracruz dragoons were positioned. These Mexican regulars, numbering
about five hundred in strength, made a memorable impression on the
Missouri backwoodsmen. The dragoons were dressed in scarlet-trimmed
green coats and blue pantaloons. A tall cap crested with brass and horsehair crowned their uniforms. Each rider carried a sword and lance. Additional weapons may have included an escopeta, which was a sawed-off
Brown-Bess musket, and a muzzle loading pistol, probably of British
manufacture. Many of the dragoons brandished a small, half-black and
half-red pennant that fluttered from the end of an eight-foot lance. 32
Doniphan watched as the dragoons formed to charge against his left
wing under the command of Lieutenant Colonel David Mitchell. Compa-
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nies A and F waited for the lancers to get within range. To check their
advance, Doniphan transferred his own Chihuahua Rangers to the left. 33
Reid's mounted Missourians, numbering less than twenty, also shifted
to the left from their central position.
The charge of the Veracruz Dragoons pounded toward the American
left. Private William H. Richardson of the Chihuahua Rangers remembered the thundering dragoons who poured "volley after volley" into
their ranks until "the sound of bullets over our heads reminded me of a
hail-storm." When Richardson and the other Missourians were finally
permitted to return the fire it sounded like "one loud peal of thunder was
heard from our Missouri rifles."34 The Veracruz charge crumbled under
the massed firepower of the Missourians, and part of the dragoons veered
off farther to their right, as if intending to strike the baggage wagons.
But the baggage and commissary trains, hastily formed into two provisional companies under Quartermaster Sergeant Frank S. Edwards and
Sergeant Hart, proved to be no easy mark. On command from the regimental surgeon, Edwards corralled the twenty wagons on hand. As he
watched the Mexican dragoons recede from the left flank where they had
been repulsed by Reid, Edwards ordered his fifteen to twenty men to
hold their fire until the Mexicans were within ten yards. Edwards continued: "then we each stepped out and gave them our fire. This caused
them again to swerve, and to disappear over a rising ground, whither
they were hotly pursued by our little band of fifteen horsemen." Other
teamsters and traders, including merchant Edward James Glasgow of St.
Louis, gave a good account of themselves in the defense of the wagons. 35
The action on the Mexican right lasted more than twenty minutes
before the Veracruz dragoons were routed and sent fleeing towards Paseo
del Norte by Reid's mounted Missourians. Captain Reid, joined by a few
more mounted soldiers under Captain -William P. Walton, pursued the
Mexicans for nearly four miles and last observed them heading for a gap
in the mountains ten miles away.36
The entire battle lasted no more than thirty minutes. Ponce, wounded
in his left side during the fighting, relinquished command to Captain
Rafael Carajal. Ponce reported eleven killed and seventeen wounded,
the capture of the howitzer, and the general scattering of his command. 3?
Obviously, the Missouri figures on battle casualties differ significantly
from the Mexicans'. Doniphan's official dispatch, written from Chihuahua City on 4 March 1847, claimed forty-three Mexicans died in the
battle with more than 150 wounded, but he probably inflated the figures.
American casualties amounted to seven wounded. 38 The lowest estimate
by an American of Mexican casualties was that by Lieutenant C.H.
Kribben, who placed the Mexican losses at thirty killed, a few wounded,
and eight taken prisoner, six of whom died. 39
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The post-battle scene from the Missourians' perspective took on
the character of a glorious picnic. In their hasty retreat, the Mexicans
abandoned a vast array of guns, souvenirs, and food. The enterprising
Missourians found bottles of wine, loaves of bread, and cakes of cheese,
which supplied a Christmas feast never to be forgotten. 4o
On 26 December, Doniphan's men buried the dead in a common grave
before proceeding to Paseo del Norte, which they reached on the twentyseventh. 41 Rather than finding a large army secure behind defensive
fortifications, a small party of Mexican officials met the volunteers and
announced their city's surrender to the Americans.
Doniphan's victory at Brazito led to the capture of Paseo del Norte
and the occupation of Chihuahua City, three hundred miles south of the
Brazito Battlefield. Doniphan's triumph at Brazito secured southern New
Mexico for the United States. Brazito also contradicted Kearny's lofty
claims of a peaceful conquest of New Mexico. New Mexicans fought the
foreign invasion force. Just three weeks after Brazito, northern New
Mexicans killed Governor Charles Bent and briefly regained control of
their homeland. Colonel Sterling Price needed his entire Second Missouri Volunteer Infantry and additional army regulars to quash the resistance. New Mexicans fought stubbornly at La Canada, Embudo Pass,
Taos Pueblo, and Mora before being subdued. It is highly plausible that,
had Doniphan been defeated or his supplies destroyed at Brazito, Price
would have committed reinforcements to Doniphan thereby weakening
the American grip on northern New Mexico. With a Mexican victory at
Brazito, Price and what might have remained of Doniphan's forces would
have found themselves between the jaws of a pincer, facing enemies to
the north and south. It is quite possible that General Stephen W. Kearny
would have been recalled from his California mission. Still more probable would have been the redirection of General John Wool's column,
which was supposed to unite with Doniphan in Chihuahua City. Wool's
forces were ultimately diverted from Chihuahua and used to thwart General Santa Ana's army at the battle of Buena Vista.
The end result of a United States failure at Brazito would have dictated prolonging the war. Had the Mexican army retained possession of
lower New Mexico through the cessation of hostilities, the lower half of
New Mexico would not have been annexed by the United States under
the terms of the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. There can be little
argument that Colonel Doniphan's victory at Brazito gave the United
States its legal claim to New Mexico. A battle that substantially changed
the borders of nations should hold a more prominent place in American
history. So much for a small but significant thirty-minute battle.
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Brazito Battlefield:
Once Lost, Now Found
CHARLES M. HAECKER

When they wrote of their exploits after the 25 December 1846 battle,
Veterans of Brazito only vaguely described the battle site itself. Apparently, little about its appearance demanded comment. Camino Real traveler Susan Shelby Magoffin noted in her diary (12 February 1847) that
the battlefield was on "a perfect plain." A few years later (19 April 1851)
John R. Bartlett stopped at the battlefield and noted that it was "on the
open plain."] Early twentieth-century inhabitants of Mesilla Valley placed
the battlefield somewhere in the vicinity of Brazito Schoolhouse, some
two and one-half miles north of the village of Mesquite on New Mexico
Highway 478. Later historians interested in locating the actual battle
site had little else to use since only two battlefield maps are known to
exist: the map produced by battle participant Frank S. Edwards, and
published in John Hughes' account of Colonel Doniphan's campaign
(figure 1); and a map included in the journal kept by battle participant
Marcellus B. Edwards. 2 Both maps lack a scale, which limits their usefulness in locating the battlefield. George Ruhlen and Andrew Armstrong
tried to determine its location by comparing the daily mileages noted in
the diaries of several of the Missourians. Both historians resorted to
this method because the landscape of the Mesilla Valley has changed
considerablysince 1846. They concluded that the battlefield was probably located farther to the south, as much as ten miles away from the
schoolhouse. 3
The most important battlefield landmark, the brazito, ceased to exist

Charles M. Haecker is an archaeologist with the National Park Service (NPS) in
Santa Fe, and also works with the NPS Battlefield Protection Program. The author
wishes to thank Mesilla Valley historian Mary Taylor, who graciously shared her
own research regarding the battle of Brazito.
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Figure I. Plan of the Battle of Brazito. From John T. Hughes, Doniphan's Expedition, The Conquest of Mexico, p. 263.

some time during the nineteenth century. Nevertheless, we believe the
valley still holds topographic clues that point toward the location of
Brazito battlefield. Toward this goal we have attempted to identify the
following: The brazito, or little arm of the Rio Grande; Los Temascalitos,
a grouping of round-topped hills; and a segment of the Camino Real
that bisected the battlefield.
"La Battalla de los Temascalitos" is the name the Mexicans gave the
battle, after the most prominent topographic feature located in the general vicinity of the battle site. The name supposedly derives from an
Indian word temascales, the beehive-shaped ovens used as sweatlodges
by the native inhabitants of the region. 4 Apparently the shape of this
landform was reminiscent of a group of domed ovens. In his report following the battle, Colonel Antonio Ponce de Leon wrote that Los
Temascalitos was located north of EI Paso del Norte, but he does not
give any specific locational information about this feature. s Roscoe and
Margaret Conkling, in their research regarding the Butterfield Overland
Trail, believe Los Temascalitos is "an isolated group of round topped
hills" located two miles northeast of the present village of Vado. This
formation is a 250-foot-high granitic outcropping named Vado Hill on .
present-day maps. To support their belief, the Conklings noted that
"numerous relics [of the battle] have been collected over an extensive
area about a half mile northwest of [Vado Hill]." The Conklings' list of
artifacts found on this site includes rimfire cartridge shells. 6 Since metal
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cartridges did not come into use until around the time of the Civil War,
their theory is cast into doubt. Furthermore, the presence of Vado Hill
near the battle site would certainly have exacted comment by Susan
Magoffin and John Bartlett. Andrew Armstrong identifies eleven possible locations of the battlefield: two are northwest of Vado Hill, nine are
south of it. Armstrong concluded that
The major weight of evidence favors locating the battle of Brazito
to the southeast of Vado Hill, rather than to the northwest, as
has been popularly supposed. Moreover, the terrain appears to
fortify this view.... [T]he configuration of bottom land and
mesa strongly support the possibility of a bend in the old ri ver
at that point. Even Frank Edwards' crude map makes sense here,
while it cannot easily relate to the area northwest of the hill. 7
Armstrong's cogent arguments notwithstanding, he did not address
one aspect of the battlefield: that the Camino Real closely juxtaposed
with both the brazito and a promontory of some kind. Marcellus Edwards'
map indicates the brazito anchored the Missourians' right flank, with
the Camino Real bordered by a promontory to the east and the brazito to
the west. In contrast, Frank Edwards' map shows a group of three sand
dunes-presumably the same promontory noted on Marcellus Edwards'
map-on the south end of the battlefield, with the Camino Real curving
around the eastern side of the sand dunes. Regardless of which map was
correct on this particular detail, the close juxtapositions of road, brazito,
and sand dunes-promontory could not have existed in the vicinity of
Vado Hill, which rises on a rough upland terrace a half mile east of the
floodplain. Wherever practical, the Camino Real closely followed the
margins of the Rio Grande. One must, therefore, look within the floodplain, specifically where the Camino Real once passed between some
type of promontory and a former river meander.
The brazito is key to identifying the battlefield. During thefirst half
of the nineteenth century and possibly earlier, the brazito, in association with the wooded island it formed, was a riparian habitat favored by
those who traveled and camped along the Camino Real. At some time
during the latter half of the nineteenth century, the brazito became a
landlocked river meander, probably the result of the river bed shifting
toward the west during the floods of 1862 and 1865. 8 Once landlocked,
the meander soon formed a marsh. During the early twentieth century
the Bureau of Reclamation, as part of its flood control and land reclamation program in the valley, drained several meanders-turned-marshes
located south of Las Cruces. Valley farmers also removed native riverine
vegetation, leveled the low terrace dunes, and developed a network of
irrigation canals. An inspection of 1940s aerial photographs of the Rio
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Grande valley between Mesilla and Vado indicates several meander scars
of unknown antiquity. Four of them have a looping configuration suggestive of a brazito, and anyone of these is a candidate for the battle
site. Fortunately, during the early twentieth century, the Bureau of Reclamation prepared detailed maps showing the location of riverine marshes
scheduled for drainage. 9 One of these maps indicates there once existed
a two-mile-long meander-turned-marsh between the village of Mesquite and the site of Fort Fillmore. To drain this marsh the Bureau excavated a secondary canal, the "Brazito Lateral," carrying water from the
marsh into the Rio Grande. We believe this marsh was the historic brazito,
as the name of the lateral that drained it suggests.
If the present-day Brazito Lateral effectively obliterated the historic brazito, then the promontory that anchored the Mexican left flank
should be located about one-half mile-the recorded maximum distance
between the two armies-east of the Brazito Lateral. The United States
Geological Survey San Miguel, New Mexico Quadrangle (1955) presents
a likely promontory. As late as the mid-twentieth century there existed a
multiple-peaked dune approximately thirty feet high and six hundred
feet long, and located about one-third mile east of the Brazito Drain (See
Dunal Formation, figure 2, opposite). Local resident Joe Allen related
that during the 1940s the top several feet of the dune were removed
during construction work in the valley. This removal exposed several
human skeletons jumbled together and intermixed with musket parts,
swords, "old" saddles, and a variety of other objects. Reportedly, someone collected these objects at the time of their discovery, but what eventually happened to them is unknown. Now about ten feet high and topped
by a house, the dune is largely destroyed. Although apocryphal, this
story recei ves some corroboration from research conducted in 1946 by
Las Cruces historian Katherine D. Stoes.
Stoes' informants report that relatives of Mexicans killed at Brazito
regularly decorated their graves (some two miles north of the village of
Mesquite, "through the swamps and over an acequia," about where the
dune stands) on the Day of the Dead. lo We believe this dune is a remnant of the same one noted on Frank Edwards' map, and the unnamed
promontory noted on Marcellus Edwards' map. It is also possible that
this dune was Los Temascalitos, not Vado Hill, as suggested by the
Conklings. Before its virtual destruction in recent years this unusually
high and are ally extensive dune would have been a notable local landmark within the Mesilla Valley floodplain. Furthermore, the rounded profiles of its multiple peaks would have been more reminiscent of domed
ovens than the sharply peaked, granitic Vado Hill. Of course, the comments of Susan Magoffin and John Bartlett-that the battlefield was on a
featureless plain-would seem to discredit this possibility. Both battle
maps, however, do indicate a promontory on the south end of the battlefield.
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Figure 2. Detail from U.S.O.S. 7.5' San Miguel, New Mexico Quadrangle Map (1955
ed.), showing the locations of the dunal formation, the Brazito Drain, the East Side
Canal, and the Brazito schoolhouse.
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In order to occupy the higher ground east of the American encampment, the Mexican army turned off the Camino Real just before the road
bended around the promontory. The east side canal bends around the
eastern face of the dune, in a fashion similar to how Frank Edwards' map
shows the Camino Real bending around what he labeled "sand buttes."
We believe the Bureau of Reclamation, when constructing the east side
canal, simply utilized the swale of the Camino Real where the road extended around the dune.
These present-day features, then, are our indicants of the historic
brazito, battlefield promontory, and Camino Real. If correct, the battlefield should be north of the dune and east of the brazito drain. We tested
this theory by applying archaeological methods. Finding battle-related
artifacts within this location would provide independent verification to
data derived from historical documents. Coincident to our research, a
farmer recently discovered a roughly spherical iron object while digging
a tree hole located approximately one-half mile north of the above-described sand dune. The farmer showed his find to historical archaeologist Ken Faunce who later informed the author about this discovery.
The object, which measures 2.2 by 1.9 inches, might be an out-of-round,
castiron cannon ball. The only cannon present at the battle was a fieldpiece one Missourian scorned "as near of no account at anything could
be."ll This comment suggests that the Mexican cannon was significantly
smaller than a six-pounder, the smallest caliber artillery fieldpiece used
during this period by United States land forces. It is almost certain that
the Mexican cannon at Brazito was no larger than a three-pounder. Such
a diminutive ordnance caliber had been obsolete since before the Napoleonic Wars, but militarily ill equipped Mexico utilized antiquated ordnance during the Mexican-American War. l2 A three-pounder cannon
ball has a diameter of 2.77 inches, but then any scrap metal or even rocks
could be fired as long as the ammunition was smaller in diameter than
the bore of the cannon tube.J3 At the Battle of Brazito the Mexicans
reportedly fired their cannon only twice, thus the chances of finding a
projectile fired by this cannon would be quite slim. It is possible, however, that the Mexican gunners at Brazito made a pile of round shot and
scrap metal on the ground which, like the cannon that was to fire it, were
abandoned in the hasty Mexican retreat. This iron object, when conjoined with our topographic interpretations and the story of human burials on the nearby dune, suggests that local tradition was correct when it
placed the Brazito battlefield in the vicinity of Brazito schoolhouse.
If our theory regarding battlefield location is correct, then the Mexican battle line extended along the edge of the northwest to southeastrunning terrace, with its left flank anchored on the northern flank of the
dune. Mexican tactics of the period required two paces, about five feet,
per infantryman when in linear formation. l4 A linear formation of Mexi-
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Figure 3. Recronstruction of Brazito Battlefield by the Author.

can infantry at Brazito, therefore, would have extended between onehalf and one mile long, depending on whether there were one or two files
of infantry in a one-thousand-man army. It is conceivable that the farm
of the present-day landowner had been bisected either by the Mexican
army's center-and where their one cannon had been placed-or by its
northern flank. The American army's initial position would have been
between one-quarter and one-half mile away, northwest of the dune,
and likewise extending along a northwest to southeast axis.
The farmer granted us permission to conduct an archaeological survey of his property. He also informed us that prior to land leveling during the 1930s, his property was once part of a broad terrace of
mesquite-stabilized dunes that were two to five feet high. Perhaps these
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are the "sand and thorns" noted on Marcellus Edwards' battle map. The
leveling of the dunes indicates that battle-related artifacts could be
found exposed and down to five feet below the present-day surface.
Large artifacts-for example, lance heads that were within the plow zonewould probably have been destroyed by plowing or collecting. Plowing
also would rearrange any artifact patterning that existed prior to land
leveling. For the purpose of this survey, however, the discovery of any
battle-related artifact, regardless of condition, would provide the archaeological corroboration of our theory of battlefield location.
The most ubiquitous artifact type would be the lead balls fired by
both armies' shoulder arms. The Missourians (most, if not all, armed
with rifles rather than muskets) reportedly loosed at least two volleys
before advancing toward the retreating Mexicans. With approximately
five hundred Missourians along the battle line, that would mean at least
one thousand fired rifle balls scattered over the battlefield. Most of the
fired balls missed their intended targets, becoming buried within the low
dunes. Additionally, some rifle balls were probably dropped and lost
along the Missourians' battle line. Marcellus Edwards was armed with a
muzzle-loading flintlock rifle, probably a Model 1817. Other Missourians used the Model 1841 "Mississippi" rifle. IS Both .54 caliber rifle models fired a .525 caliber ball.
During this period, Mexican infantry regulars were usually armed
with British India Pattern muskets, which fired a .70 caliber ball. I6 There
probably also would have been personal firearms of varying calibers.
Although muskets have an effective range of approximately one hundred yards, a fired musket ball could travel several hundred yards more
before falling to the ground. Discovery of .70 caliber musket balls might
indicate the following: the location of the Mexican battle line, since its
troops would have dropped musket balls just as the Missourians had;
the area between battle lines; Mexican musket balls that reached the
Missourians' battle line; and those that overshot and fell harmlessly
behind the Missourians. Analysis of the lead balls would indicate caliber (thus origin) and whether or not they had been fired. If found in
significant numbers, a linear patterning of the lead balls might also indicate the location of a battle line(s).
The archaeological survey used metal detectors and executed a concurrent inspection of the surface. The survey crew, consisting of the
author and amateur volunteers, was aligned at six-foot intervals and
then proceeded in line. Ground markers were placed at each point where
metal was detected and a follow-up crew excavated the target area for
artifact recovery. A hand-held Global Positioning System unit was used
to plot artifact locations to within five-foot accuracy.
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The location where the landowner found the possible cannon ball
was particularly suited for such a search. Unfortunately, our survey
indicated that nothing else of historic interest was within this vicinity of
his property, at least not in the top foot of soil, the effective range of the
metal detectors. To the northeast of this locale, however, we recovered
two lead balls. One of the lead projectiles had been fired, as its flattening from impact indicated. Because it was out-of-round, the caliber of
the ball was determined by its weight. The ball weighed 13.5 grams, the
weight of a .525 caliber lead ball. The other lead ball, located approximately seven hundred feet away, was perfectly round, therefore unfired.
Its caliber, determined by using calipers, was also .525. We believe both
artifacts are rifle balls typical of those fired by the Missourians at the
battle of Brazito. There is the remote possibility that both rifle balls are,
in fact, not related to the battle. Fort Fillmore (1852-1863) is located two
miles north of where the rifle balls had been found. Infantrymen stationed at this fort were initially armed with .69 caliber muskets, requiring
a .65 caliber ball. Their muskets were later replaced just prior to the Civil
War by the .58 caliber rifle-musket that fired the distinctive, conoidal
minie ball. Still, it is possible that a pre-Civil War dragoon, armed with
the regulation carbine that required .525 caliber balls, could have fired
the one rifle ball and dropped the other ball in its paper cartridge. In
response to that scenario, we apply the logic of "Occam's Razor"-that
is, the simplest of all possible explanations is usually the most likely.
Gi ven that at least one thousand .525 caliber rifle balls were fired during
the battle of Brazito, the simplest explanation is that the two rifle balls
are relics of this battle. Granted, one cannot create a meaningful distribution pattern from two rifle balls, but their discovery provides strong
physical support to our theory that the battle of Brazito was fought
north of the dune and east of present-day Brazito Drain. This is where
local tradition places the battle, near the Brazito Schoolhouse.
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Deputy J.B. "Billy" Mathews: The
Lincoln County War and Other Lives
ELVIS E. FLEMING

Morton returned at about 2 A. M. the next day [19 February
1878] and reported to me that he caught up with the horses
about 30 miles away and that Tunstall resisted and fired at him
and that he returned the fire and Tunstall was killed.\
Deputy Sheriff J.B. "Billy" Mathews made this statement on 26 June
1878 in a sworn affidavit, describing the event that set off the celebrated
Lincoln County War, and the incident with which Mathews' own name
would forever be linked in New Mexico history.
J.B. Mathews played a major role in what is perhaps the most famous episode in the history of the American West. Often carrying out
instructions from one of the principals in the conflict-especially J.J.
Dolan or Sheriff William Brady-Mathews participated in virtually all of
the major events of the war. Afterwards, he was a notable force in the
development of large-scale cattle ranching in southeastern New Mexico
and for the last six years of his life, he served as Roswell's postmaster.
Historians know little about Mathews' life before the Lincoln County
War, and some of what has been published about him is inaccurate. The
objectives of this paper are to correct the misinformation and provide
new knowldege about his life before and after the troubles in Lincoln
County. Mathews was a native of Tennessee, not Ireland, as Joel
Jacobsen states in Such Men as Billy the Kid: The Lincoln County War
Reconsidered (1994). His father, Walter Mathews, married Antalise "Anna"
Elvis E. Fleming has been professor of history since 1969 at Eastern New Mexico
University at Roswell and chair of the Liberal Arts Division since 1992. He has
written two books and co-written four others on the history of southeastern New
Mexico and West Texas. He is also the official historian for the city of Roswell.
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Ashford in Woodbury, Tennessee, on 20 April 1842, when Walter was
about twenty-one years old and Anna was about fifteen. 2 The Census
of 1850 lists their children as Josiah, 7; John, 5; J.B., 3; and Nancy, I.
More precisely, J.B. (Jacob Basil) was born 5 May 1847 in Woodbury.
Two more sons and three more daughters were born after the 1850 census. J.B.'s brothers who were known to the New Mexico branch of the
family were Jim Louis and Robert Lee "Bob." There were four sisters,
whose names are unknown. The family does not appear in the Tennessee Census of 1860 or 1870.
Not suprisingly, the residents of Tennessee had divided loyalties
between the Confederacy and the Union during the Civil War. The Unionists were concentrated in the eastern part of the state, which Confederate forces held for most of the war. As the war spread across the middle
and western parts of the state in 1862, Federal troops established control of those areas. The residents of Middle Tennessee, including the
Mathews family, were sympathetic mostly to the Confederacy.
An erroneous assertion that J. B. Mathews was in the Confederate
cavalry has appeared in print several times. An Illustrated History of
New Mexico (1895) features the first published biographical sketch of
Mathews and simply names his military unit without defining it as a
Confederate or Union regiment. When Mathews died in 1904, both the
Roswell Daily Record and the weekly Roswell Record simply repeated
much of the information from the Illustrated History. Another weekly
paper, the Roswell Register, specifically stated that Mathews was in the
Union army. The notion that he served in the Confederate army seems to
have originated with a story in a special historical edition of the Roswell
Daily Record that ran in 1937. The article quotes "verbatim" from the
Illustrated History but adds a subtitle that reads "In Confederate Army."3
Some of the books and articles about the Lincoln County War published since 1937 have continued to circulate this inaccurate information. For example, Maurice G. Fulton in History of the Lincoln County
War (1968) states that "Mathews was a Tennessean and an ex-Confederate soldier." In similar fashion, Frederick Nolan, in The Lincoln County
War: A Documentary History (1993), writes "Mathews was one of the
few proponents of the troubles who had fought on the Confederate side
during the Civil War."4
Mathews actually served in the 5th Tennessee Cavalry Regiment,
which was a Union outfit. The chief responsibility of the regiment was
guarding Union supply lines between Nashville and various fronts to
the south and southeast toward Chattanooga. The principal battle in
which the 5th Tennessee cavalry was involved before Mathews enlisted
was Stone's River (Murfreesboro), on 26 December 1862 to 5 January
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1863. After that, the outfit fought numerous skirmishes and battles. A
major Union offensive took place in the fall of 1863 when Union troops
took Chattanooga, but the 5th Tennessee apparently played no direct
part in that action. s
The whereabouts and actions of Jacob B. Mathews during the fall of
1864 are obscure. Four different documents in his military records state
that he deserted the regiment. Two of those documents state that he
deserted at Wartrace, a small community near Shelbyville, on 23 September, taking his horse, weapons, and ammunition. The other two documents give different dates: 18 September and 27 October. 6 If Mathews
deserted, it was nothing out of the ordinary. A report written by General
Robert H. Milroy on 16 January 1865 provides an insider's view of the
outfit that young Mathews had joined:
When I took command... in June, 1864, ... officers and men were
absent. .. without authority. In fact, 1 found the regi ment utterly
void of order and discipline .... The field officers seem to have
no conception of their obligations and duties; have no control
over their subordinates or men .... The regiment is about 800
strong, and the largest number. . .in camp at any time will not
exceed 200. Most of the 600 absentees are unaccounted for. ...
I therefore suggest that Colonel [William B.] Stokes be ordered
back to his regiment, because, without him, the regiment is a
rabble and entirely worthless to the service. 7
On 26 January 1865, the 5th Tennessee received orders to go to
Fayetteville, Tennessee. s According to Mathews' military records, he
was "gained" on that same day at Tullahoma. The document adds: "Reported deserted by Error."9 This statement further complicates complete
understanding of Mathews' military experience, since four documents
in his records indicate that he deserted while one states that he returned.
The regiment stayed at Fayetteville until it was mustered out of
service on 14August 1865, at'Pulaski, Tennessee,lo Mathews (listed as
"Mathis") was present the entire time, from 26 January to 14 August.
His records indicate that upon being mustered out, he was eighteen
years old-the same age as listed at his enlistment twenty-two months
earlier. He had not received pay since 30 June 1864. He owed $38.86 on
his clothing account, against which he had drawn $86.77. He had never
received the full amount of the bounty except the original $25.00 and
was due another $75.00; whether he ever received that money or not is
unknown. 11

242

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1997

Mathews returned to his home in McMinnville after the war, but the
length of his stay there is indeterminable. His great-granddaughter,
Joanne McCombs, believes his stay was short because he was not welcome any longer in his home community due to his Union service.
Mathews' son, Ernest, implies that J.B. left Tennessee within months
after the war ended. The Illustrated History states that he stayed until
spring, 1867. In any case, it seems that another McMinnville man, Johnny
Riley, had been to the Colorado gold fields and had returned to get
married. Riley offered to furnish food if Mathews would drive one of his
wagons back to Colorado for him. Mathews agreed and arrived in Gilpin
County, Colorado, but stayed only two months. 12
Further south, Elizabethtown, New Mexico was in the midst of its
own gold rush in 1866. Mathews traveled there and staked two claims.
He also worked for an English mining company for four or five years. He
managed to save $700 and sold his claims to the company for $2,000,
which provided a sizable stake that enabled him to seek his fortune elsewhere. McCombs maintains that Riley and Mathews were partners and
received equal amounts from the sale of their claims. Riley, however,
chose to stay in Elizabethtown. 13
According to Ernest, Mathews' son, J.B. went from Elizabethtown
to Fort Stanton, then to Lincoln. He worked briefly as a clerk for L. G.
Murphy & Company, but did not enjoy working indoors, so he bought
some cattle and drove them to the present site of Roswell in the Pecos
Valley. There he met Aaron Wilburn, his future business partner. They
combined their small herds in 1869. 14
Mathews and Wilburn located their camp near the later site of the
Chaves County courthouse. They had two wagons, two "government"
tents, eight work horses, ten saddle horses, and a herd of cattle. On the
south side of the Rio Hondo where Roswell's East Second Street would
later intersect that stream, they built a picket corral that stood for many
years.
In 1872, Mathews filed a land claim three miles east of Roswell where
he farmed and maintained another small herd of cattle. A beaver dam
existed on the North Spring River about two miles east of Roswell;
Mathews plowed a furrow from this dam to his cornfield so he could use
the water to irrigate. A flood washed out the beaver dam, however, and
his corn died. This incident was followed by two dry years. When
Mathews attempted to file a preemption claim, he learned that his land
was a school section, so he released it back to the federal government
and decided to look for better opportunities elsewhere. IS
Sometime in the mid-1870s, Mathews moved his small herd of cattle
from the Roswell area to the Rio Penasco seventy-five miles southwest. 16
He and Frank Freeman, an Alabaman of dubious reputation, together
established a cow camp as "squatters"on a section (640 acres) of gov-
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ernment land on the river near a large spring at the mouth of a canyon.
The spring has since been known as "Mathews Spring" or "Head Spring"
and the canyon as "Mathews Canyon." The two men built a horse corral
and a lean-to for themselves. Mathews was appointed "forage agent"
for the area. 17
In September 1877, Mathews turned the forage agent's job over to
W. W. Paul. He also sold his water rights and improvements to John
Henry Tunstall for $700 since the land itself was not his to sell. 18 By this
time, Mathews and Freeman had already abandoned the place. Mathews
then moved to Lincoln and used the money he had acquired to buy a
silent share in J.J. Dolan & Company, which had replaced L.G. Murphy &
Company. He also worked as a clerk in the store. According to McCombs,
Mathews kept the store's books in order and carried out tasks that Dolan
assigned. This turn of events placed Mathews in an excellent position
to get acquainted with the people and the affairs of Lincoln County.19
It is unnecessary to recount here the particulars of the Lincoln County
War. A review of J. B. Mathews' role in that conflict, however, is appropriate. He was a key figure in the dispute, involved in numerous important events. Mathews' acti vi ties constituted a prominent portion of the
story, he has always been overshadowed by the principal leaders: L.G.
Murphy, Sheriff William Brady, J. 1. Dolan, John Henry Tunstall,
Alexander McS ween, John Chisum, and Pat Garrett. 20
Mathews is famous primarily because he was the chief deputy in
charge of the sheriff's posse that ki lied John Henry Tunstall on 18 February 1878, thereby trigg~ring the war. Mathews had already helped
Sheriff Brady levy an attachment against the contents of Tunstall 's store
in Lincoln. The sheriff then gave Mathews the responsibility of attaching Alexander McSween's cattle, which Brady believed to be pastured
on Tunstall's Feliz River Ranch. On the first attempt, Tunstall's foreman,
Richard Brewer, refused to let Mathews take the cattle. Mathews decided that the out-gunned posse should return to Lincoln for further
instructions. The sheriff sent Mathews back a few days later with a
larger posse, but Tunstall and his men had left the ranch to drive Tunstall's
prize horses to Lincoln. Mathews and a few others stayed at the ranch
house while a sub-posse chased Tunstall and killed him. The posse's
members claimed that he had resisted arrest.
Among Tunstall's cowboys was a young man who called himself
"William H. Bonney." He is known today as Billy the Kid. Bonney vowed
to avenge his employer's death. The local constable deputized the Kid
and others so that they could create a posse that evolved into a vigilante group known as The Regulators. The Lincoln County Grand Jury
indicted Jessie Evans and several others in the spring of 1878 for killing
Tunstall. The same jury also indicted Dolan and Mathews as accessories in the case. 21
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Another of the more important episodes of the Lincoln County War
in which Mathews was a participant was the assassination of Sheriff
Brady and Deputy George Hindman by the Regulators in Lincoln on 1
April 1878. On that Monday morning, Brady, Hindman, Mathews, George
Peppin, and John Long were walking along the town's only street. When
they arrived in front of Tunstall's store, the Regulators opened fire from
the corral gate behind the store. After Brady fell, Bonney rushed out
and picked up the sheriff's rifle. Mathews fired at the Kid and wounded
him in the left thigh; Long also claimed credit for the shot. McCombs
stated that Bonney managed to hide in an Hispanic woman's house. He
escaped in disguise, wearing her dress and rebozo. Nolan writes that
the Kid later told Susan McSween that he was actually shooting at
Mathews, not the sheriff. In fact, the young gunman had tried to kill
Mathews only three days before the Regulators killed the sheriff. 22
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Mathews was also a participant in the 29 April ambush of the Regulators at the Fritz Ranch on the Rio Bonito. Mathews, George Peppin,
and Johnny Hurley, all of Lincoln, traveled to the Seven Rivers area
where they joined a group of twenty local men, allegedly to help Sheriff
John Copeland. They wanted to be certain that he arrested the Regulators for killing Brady, Hindman, Frank Baker, William Morton, and William McCloskey. Three of the Regulators rode into the trap. The
ambushers killed Frank McNab, the leader, and mortally wounded Ab
Saunders. Frank Coe surrendered. The next day, the Seven Rivers posse
engaged McSween's men in an inconsequential skirmish that historian
Robert M. Utley has termed the "Battle of Lincoln."23
As these examples illustrate, Mathews was in the midst of events in
the county during the days of turmoil between the Murphy-Dolan and
Tunstall-McSween factions. Traditionally, historians have described the
Dolan faction as the "bad guys" and the McSween party as the "good
guys." More recent writers on the subject, such as Nolan and Utley,
have concluded that the principal characters on both sides harbored
equal amounts of unrighteousness. Most of the men involved were just
ordinary citizens who got caught up in the machinations of the leaders.
Nolan implies that Billy Mathews tried to make the best of the situation,
as shown by his attendance along with other Dolan partisans at the
church services led by the Reverend Dr. Taylor F. Ealy at McSween's
house on 23 June 1878. 24
The climax of the Lincoln County War was the Five-Day Battle in
Lincoln, on 15-19 July 1878. Sheriff George Peppin and McSween both
recruited "armies" that entrenched themselves around the town in preparation for a showdown. Mathews entered the torreon, or "Indian tower,"
along with the sheriff and four other men at the start of the battle.
Mathews' part in the battle and its outcome are not especially significant. On the final day, the sheriff's men burned McSween's house and
killed him and several of his men. The war gradually diminished after the
Lincoln battle, but lawlessness in Lincoln County actually increased
over the next few months in the absence of effective law enforcement.The
disorder in Lincoln increased at the end of 1878. In December, William
Bonney and a group of former McSween backers rode in from Fort Sumner
and captured the town. Mathews, Dolan, and Long rushed to Fort Stanton
for protection against the invaders. Scant records indicate that Bonney
was jailed for a short time as a result of this episode. According to Utley,
one of the men-newcomer Billy Campbell-shot and killed Chapman. 25
As a result of Chapman's death, Governor Lew Wallace came to town
to investigate. Even before his arrival in Lincoln, Wallace issued orders
to Colonel Edward Hatch, the new commander of the United States Military District of New Mexico, to arrest Mathews, Jessie Evans, and
Campbell for Chapman's murder. They were at the Carrizozo Ranch with
Dolan at the time. Soldiers took them into custody and placed them in
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the guardhouse at Fort Stanton. The military also arrested Dolan shortly
afterward. Wallace believed the prison quarters at Fort Stanton were
unsafe and took measures to have the men transferred to Fort Union,
but he later changed his mind. 26
During the spring 1879 term of the Lincoln County Grand Jury, many
indictments were generated, including one for Mathews as an accessory
in the Chapman killing. Some of those indicted for various actions since
the start of the war at first opted to plead "not guilty" and asked for a
change of venue rather than accepting amnesty. About 1 May, the court
granted a change of venue to Socorro county for a group that included
Mathews, Peppin, and Thomas B. "Buck" Powell. Mathews and some of
the others evntually, in the words of Fulton, "went to the trouble of
having their offenses purged away by accepting what their lawyers,
Catron and Thornton, called the 'Wallace amnesty.'''27 Mathews stayed
in Lincoln after the death of Chapman, "partnering Dolan for some years
after the war," according to Nolan. 28 Mathews was not yet through, however, with Billy the Kid.
The new sheriff, Pat Garrett, captured Bonney in December 1880,
and he was put on trial in April 1881 for the murder of William Brady. The
district attorney moved Bonney's trial to Mesilla. Billy Mathews was the
principal witness for the prosecution and he testified that Brady was
ambushed, alleging premeditation, and that Bonney ran out from his
hiding place, thereby alleging that he was part of a conspiracy. Mathews'
testimony was enough to convict Bonney. On 13 April 1881, the judge
sentenced William Bonney to be hanged a month later in Lincoln. 29
Seven men, five of whom were special depties for this assignment,
guarded Bonney on the long wagon trip back to Lincoln from Mesilla.
Three of the five were known to be hostile toward their prisoner:
Mathews; John Kinney, the king of southern New Mexico rustlers; and
"Pecos Bob" Olinger, who was destined to be slain by Bonney when the
latter escaped two weeks later. Kinney sat beside Bonney and Mathews
and Olinger sat across from them in the wagon. The group left Mesilla
on 16 April. Sheriff Garrett met the entourage at Fort Stanton five days
later, took responsibility for the prisoner, and escorted the party into
Lincoln. 30 A week later, Billy the Kid made his famous last escape on 28
April 1881. Garrett hunted the Kid down and killed him at Fort Sumner on
14 July of that same year.
As far as reliable sources indicate, Billy Mathews had nothing further to do with the factional strife in Lincoln County after he helped
bring Bonney back to Lincoln. 31 The Illustrated History, however, gives
Mathews much credit in its account of the Lincoln County War: "The
course which Mr. Mathews followed during this trying period was a
most courageous and commendable one .... [I]t was largely through his
efforts that the matter was terminated so as to preserve the interests of
those who were on the side of right."32
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After the Lincoln County War, J. 1. Dolan employed Mathews as
range manager for Tunstall's former Feliz River Ranch. According to
Lillian Bidal in her history of the Penasco Valley, Dolan acquired the
ranch through homestead filings by Mathews, Dolan, and relatives of
Dolan's wife. In a letter written in 1961 that Ernestine Chesser Williams
quotes in Echoes Break the Silence (1987), Mathews' son, Ernest, claims
that his father was encouraged by Mescalero Apaches to use the "Flying H" brand to identify Dolan's cattle. If the cattle were so branded, the
Mescaleros promised they would never clandestinely butcher Dolan
cattle. The ranch eventually took both the brand and the nameY
Fulton summarizes that "Mathews was not by nature a man of violence. As hostilities subsided he quickly disassociated himself from his
connection with the feud." Fulton goes on to state, somewhat erroneously, that Mathews "moved to the Penasco Valley where he engaged in
the cattle business on a modest scale. "34 Mathews actually attempted to
file a homestead claim on a quarter-section of his squatter's claim on the
Penasco, but the claim was rejected.
Mathews met his future bride through James T. and Margaret Bates,
originally of Tupelo, Mississippi, who moved their family onto the Lower
Penasco in 1881. Mathews married Dora Matilda Bates, who was not yet
sixteen (some twenty years his junior), on 11 July 1883. The marriage
was performed by Justice of the Peace Robert Dickson and witnessed by
Al and Mollie Coe. In 1884, Mathews and his father-in-law bought Thomas
C. Tillotson's 160-acre homestead at Mathews Spring where Mathews
and Freeman had squatted several years earlier. Mathews hired George
Peppin and Carlay Bartlett of Lincoln, as well as other workers from La
Luz, to build an adobe residence on the homestead for him and his new
bride. 35
The Mathewses' first child, Edith Thornton, was born on 7 June
1884. She was named for William T. Thornton, a Santa Fe attorney who
would later become territorial governor. According to Bess Dow, Edith's
daughter, Edith often spent time with the Dolan family at the Flying H
Ranch when she was a child. After his first wife died in 1886, Dolan
secured a governess to care for his child. Little Edith was invited to take
advantage of the governess' teaching-the only education she had until the family moved to RoswelJ.36
Mathews built up his herd on the Penasco until he had about eight
hundred cattle. He accepted an appointment as postmaster of the new
Lower Penasco post office on 11 November 1884, but he turned that job
over to his wife when he became involved with the CA Bar Ranch. Dora,
who served from 21 January 1885 until 26 April 1886, was the youngest
postmistress in New Mexico TerritoryY
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While it is not my purpose here to detail the history of the CA Bar
Ranch, Billy Mathews' association with it necessitates some attention
to the subject. The Champion Cattle Company of Texas was owned primarily by Missouri investors. It was chartered in Texas and headquartered in Colorado City, Mitchell County. By 1883, its West Texas operation
numbered some thirty thousand cattle. One of its brands was the CA
Bar, after the initials of two of the owners. The company expanded into
the Pecos Valley of New Mexico in the fall of 1884. The side operation it
started in the Penasco Valley was intended to be an insignificant extension, but it soon grew into a large ranch known by its brand, the CA Bar.
Thomas "Buck" Powell and Mathews, together with Thornton, an investor in the cattle company, were responsible for getting the big ranch to
locate on the Penasco. Through a series of trades, Powell's homestead
became the headquarters of the CA Bar. 38
The drought of 1885 created poor conditions on the Champion range
in Texas, so the company decided to transfer a substantial portion of its
cattle to the Penasco, where Mathews was hired with the title of "assistant resident manager." His first major assignment was as trail boss on
the cattle drive from Texas to the Penasco. One of the drovers with the
herd was twenty-three-year-old James F. Hinkle, nephew of one of the
ranch's principal owners. Hinkle would later be Mathews' successor and
then a future governor of New Mexico. Mathews and his crew drove the
herd of eight hundred across the plains along the Texas & Pacific Railroad tracks and arrived at their destination in October 1885. Other cattle
were shipped to Toyah, Texas, and then trailed to the ranch. Mathews
contributed his eight hundred cattle to purchase an interest in the company.39
The CA Bar was not profitable at first, so the company treasurer,
H.W. Salmon, asked college-educated James Hinkle to examine the
company's books. The company appointed Hinkle as bookkeeper, a responsibility he retained until 1892. In 1886, he also succeeded Dora as
postmaster of Lower Penasco and the post office was set up in his bedroom at the ranch headquarters. Later, Hinkle's job description expanded
to incl ude that of foreman of the ranch. 40
Mathews was named resident manager of the CA Bar in 1886. The
company continued to expand its holdings, largely by encouraging employees to file homestead claims and trade them for shares in the company. The property of 1. B. Mathews and James Bates was incorporated
into the company in 1887, which gave the CA Bar the water rights to the
two largest springs on the Penasco. 41
While at the CA Bar, Dora gave birth to two more children: Ernest in
1886 and Cora in 1888. Life on the ranch could prove quite exciting, such
as on one occasion when some Mescalero Apaches paid an unexpected
visit. Dora was washing clothes outdoors when an Apache woman came
into the yard and picked up a hatchet. Mrs. Mathews got her gun and
retrieved the stolen property with no problems. 42
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J.B. "Billy" Mathews and family. L-R, standing: Ernest H. Mathews, Dora Bates,
Ben Wayland (future husband of Dora's sister Eolin), Maude Bates (another of
Dora's sisters), Edith Thornton. Sitting: LB. Mathews holding daughter Cora, ca.
1890. Photo courtesy of Jesse Bates, Mayhill, New Mexico.
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LB. Mathews was very much involved in the community life of the
valley, usually in the interest of the cattle company. Ranchers organized
to control overcrowding of the ranges, and Mathews was appointed to a
committee in 1884 to write a constitution for the District Protective Association of Precinct 9. In 1890, he was elected treasurer of the Guadalupe
Valley Reservoir, Irrigating, and Manufacturing Company, the fourth incarnation of that organization. The company reorganized a year later as
The Penasco Reservoir and Irrigation Company, with Mathews as one of
the directors. 43
The owners of the CA Bar Ranch also created a separate, New Mexico
corporation in February 1891 called the Penasco Cattle Company. Directors were George M. Casey, the company president and his son, Thomas, as
well as Mathews, Hinkle, and Thornton. Mathews was elected vice president and Hinkle assumed the position of resident ranch manager. 44
In late 1892 or early 1893, the Mathews family moved into Roswell
so that the children could attend school. Mathews acquired a four-bedroom house at 201 North Pennsylvania Avenue, on the northeast corner
of the intersection with West Second Street. He also bought the house
and lot next door. 45
Mathews intended his salary from his position at the CA Bar to be
his family's principal source of income. Droughts, floods, a collapsing
cattle market, and the Panic of 1893, however, interfered with those plans.
The Penasco Cattle Company fell upon a series of hard times, lawsuits,
and other setbacks that eventually resulted in the dissolution of the
company. To make matters worse, Mathews served as bondsman for Frank
Lesnet, receiver in the new Federal Land Office in Roswell. When Lesnet
disappeared in early 1893 with his accounts short by $8,900, Mathews
went bankrupt. He needed to find another source of income. 46
According to Nolan and Fulton, J.J. Hagerman's Pecos Irrigation
and Improvement Company hired Mathews as manager of the company's
South Spring Ranch, where they had a farm and orchard at John Chisum's
old headquarters. The Mathews family moved to the Chisum place in
1893 and lived there for three years. 47 According to Ernest, Edith stayed
in town with another family to attend school while he rode his horse
from the ranch to school for three years.
On the Chisum farm, Mathews planted five hundred acres of alfalfa
and he also experimented with sugar beets. Ernest relates how his mother
had a large flock of turkeys when crews were building the railroad into
Roswell in 1894. The workers took her turkeys with them when they left.
The men were going to Mexico and the tariff exceeded the value of their
seven horses, so they gave the horses to Ernest. 48
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1.B. "Billy" Mathews, ca. 1900. Photo courtesy of Jesse Bates, Mayhill, New
Mexico.
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Presumably because of continuing hard times for Hagerman's financial empire, Mathews' position at the South Spring Ranch ended (probably by 1896) and the family moved back into Roswell. Mathews had
also been politically active during the preceding years. He had served
as a delegate to the Lincoln County Republican Convention in 1886 and
in the general election of 1896, he ran for Chaves County sheriff on the
Republican ticket. According to Bess Dow, this was quite an embarrassment to Mathews' wife, who was a staunch Democrat. Much to Dora's
relief, Mathews lost the election 339 votes to 193. 49 Mathews was also
active in civic and community affairs despite being a Republican and a
Union veteran in a town that was dominated by Democrats and Confederate veterans, such as Captain Joseph C. Lea, the "Father of Roswell,"
and his former comrade-in-arms, Captain Jason W. James. There is no
evidence, however, that the mistaken notion that Mathews was a Confederate veteran arose while he was still alive.
Mathews began to search for employment in the late 1890s, and
some of his political friends helped him secure a federal job. President
William McKinley appointed Mathews as Roswell's postmaster on 19
May 1898. He was re-appointed in 1902 and retained the posi tion for
the rest of his life. 50 Eventually, his daughter, Edith, worked there, as did
Edith's own daughter, Bess Dow.
Mathews' other community activities included his membership in
the Roswell Masonic Lodge, Number 18. Following a devastating fire in
January 1893 that destroyed the Masonic Temple on Main Street, he was
a major donor to the fund to build a new temple. Also during their time in
Roswell, J.B. and Dora affiliated themselves with the First Christian
Church and were baptized by immersion in the North Spring River. Little
Edith, afraid of drowning, vowed never to be baptized herself.5'
In May 1904 Mathews attended a Masonic function in Santa Fe. He
came home ill with pneumonia and remained sick for about three weeks.
After rallying somewhat from the pneumonia, he suffered a relapse and
went into a coma for several days. He finally died on 3 June at the age of
fifty-seven. Ernest and Cora remained with their mother at the family
home, though Ernest stayed at the Diamond A Ranch most of the time
where he worked as a cowboy. Edith was married to Robert Maddux, the
Roswell city marshal, at the time. 52
Mathews' funeral was held at his home on 5 June 1904. Elder c.c.
Hill of the First Christian Church conducted the short service. The Masons then took charge and, with a Knights Templar escort, buried him in
the Masonic Circle, Southside Cemetery, under Masonic auspices. All
the pallbearers were prominent men of Roswell: John W. Poe, John T.
Stone, Edward A. Cahoon, Nathan Jaffa, William M. Atkinson, and Smith
Lea. 53
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The Roswell Daily Record was quite lavish in its praise of Mathews
upon his death:
'Billy Mathews' as he was familiarly known, was one of the few
men whom everybody liked .... [I]t is no wonder that last evening
when the report spread over town that 'Billy Mathews is dead'
that every heart was heavy.... Not because he had been a popular official, not because he had been a brave soldier in war, and
a man who in the early days of the Territory had been a terror to
the evil doers, but he was honored and respected for his own
innate qualities .... No more popular man has ever lived or died
in Chaves County than J.B. Mathews. 54
Mathews died without a will, so Dora was appointed administratrix
of his estate. She had to payoff $2,700 in debts, but inherited the two
lots, houses, and furnishings they had owned together. The entire family left Roswell within a few years. Edith and her family moved to Texico,
New Mexico. Ernest continued to work at the Diamond A until 1910 when
he went to California. Cora married a man named Aubrey Smith and moved
to Arizona and in 1912, Dora married Louis Moren of California. 55
LB. Mathews had lived a life that was packed with adventure and
variety: rebellious teenager who ran away to join the Union Army though
his family and neighbors were mostly Confederate; adventurous young
man who built a "nest egg" by staking a claim in the New Mexico gold
rush; pioneer farmer and cattle rancher in southeastern New Mexico;
deputy sheriff during the turmoil of the Lincoln County War; successful
large-scale cattle rancher; family man with three children; and postmaster at Roswell for six years. These are the lives of Jacob Basil "Billy"
Mathews.
Not only was Mathews a colorful and interesting personality who
was highly respected by all who knew him, he also contributed much to
making southeastern New Mexico what it is today. His descendants have
been and continue to be productive citizens in business, government,
education, and ranching. Present-day New Mexicans perhaps need reminders that every community owes its existence and development to
those pioneers who sometimes risked everything to build a viable social
structure where families could live in peace and prosperity. One such
reminder, though small, is a residential street in south Roswell marked
simply "Mathews St."
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38th Annual Conference of the
Western History Assodation
October 14-17, 1998 Sacramento, California
Hyatt Regency
CALL FOR PAPERS
CLAIMS AND PROSPECTS: WESTERN HISTORY IN

1998

The Program Committee for the 1998 meeting of the Western History Association invites proposals
for panels and papers for the 38th annual conference of the organization. The 1998 meeting in
Sacramento will explore western history's claims on American historical scholarship; the meeting will
also offer scholars the opportunity to consider prospects for the field and the historical discipline at
the approach of the 21st century. The year 1998 marks a variety of commemorative dates,
anniversaries, and remembrances: the Program Committee considers these historical moments to be
worthy of wider scholarly investigation. As in past meetings, the Program Committee welcomes
proposals for traditional scholarly sessions, as well as less formal and more experimental presentations
that make use of film, music, and art.
We encourage submissions for entire sessions, individual papers, and roundtable discussions. We
especially welcome the submission ofideas for papers and panels that mine the richness of the western
past in all its multiplicity of peoples, of landscapes, of regions. The committee expects the 1998
Sacramento meeting to represent fully not only the range of historical thought, scholarship, and
debate, but the compelling diversity of scholars engaged in staking and interpreting claims on the
western past as well. In an effort to explore and excavate the shifting and dynamic meanings of "the
West" and'''western history," we welcome proposals approaching the West from myriad vistas:
transnational, environmental, postwestern, and global approaches, to name a few. We encourage
proposals that seek to further the discussion between older and newer frameworks, conceptions, and
schools of thought. The Program Committee also welcomes ideas for innovative presentation of
research findings.
The 1998 Program Committee invites the entire community ofwestern scholars and students to come
together in Sacramento to explore the prospects of a rich historical discipline. Please submit paper,
paneL or other proposals in a one to two page abstract. There should be a one-page c.v., including
address, phone, and e-mail, for each participant. One panelist must be designated as contact person.
The Program Committee will consider that all listed individuals have agreed to participate.
All submissions should be sent hy August 31 to Professor Virginia ScharfJ, Co-Chair, 1998 WHA Program
Committee, Department of History, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 87131-1181. Phone
505 277-2451· fax 50 277-6023.
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Same-Sex' Dynamics among Nineteenth-Century Americans: A Mormon
Example. By D. Michael Quinn. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1996.
x + 477 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes, index. $29.95.)

"Behind the Zion Curtain"
Homosexuals and Homosexuality in the
Historic and Contemporary MormonCultural Region: A Review Essay
PETER BOAG

Within the larger Latter-Day Saint (LDS) community exists a considerably smaller one composed of men and women who are engaged in the
earth-shaking and potentially heaven-shattering struggle pitting their
homosexuality against their Mormon beliefs and the LDS Church. When
I encountered this group after moving to the Mormon-cultural region in
1989, its members were the first to introduce me to the metaphor "behind
the Zion curtain." It is a metaphor that has particular significance in
their lives. It symbolically represents the barrier which prevents the
harmonious comingling of their sexual orientation with their religious
beliefs and love for the LDS Church. These young LDS men and women
have come of age in the last forty years-a period in which, as D. Michael
Quinn points out in his book, Same-Sex Dynamics Among NineteenthCentury Americans: A Mormon Example, the LDS Church and culture
have become increasingly anti-gay.! For example, Boyd K. Packer, who
is now Acting President of the Council of the Twelve and second in line
for the church presidency, has recently encouraged members of the LDS
priesthood to attack physically homosexuals (p. 382-83). Some of the
gay men I have met have even endured the horrors of LDS sanctioned
aversion therapy, which included I ,600 volt shock treatment that Quinn
describes in his book (p. 379).
The primary though troubling conclusion Quinn suggests in his new
study on same-sex dynamics in Mormon history is that if these samesex interested LDS men and women had lived in the nineteenth or even
in the early twentieth century, they would not have experienced the
Peter Boag is associate professor of history at Idaho State University and has
researched and written extensively on such diverse topics as the American West.
the Pacific Northwest, Native Americans, the environment, and human sexuality.
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mental anguish represented by the "Zion curtain" nor the physical tortures the Saints have meted out in their "therapy" in contemporary times.
Indeed, this is the core of Quinn's book. According to Quinn, in nineteenth-century America, and specifically in the Mormon culture, a remarkable openness existed to same-sex friendships whose closeness
would (in most places) today raise eyebrows. The nineteenth-century
LDS Church fostered such a "homoenvironmental" atmosphere, with
"homosocial," "homopastoral," "homotactile," and "homoemotional"
institutions, rituals, and leaders. Within such an atmosphere, Quinn concludes, it was easier for those who had homoerotic interests to escape
notice. Quinn further argues that when it came to light that certain Mormons engaged in the homoerotic, they were not severely penalized for it.
Sometimes LDS leaders turned a blind eye to such activities. Other times
they forgave and allowed to remain in the church those known to participate in homosexual acts-sometimes they even elevated them to high
office. When LDS religious and civil officials did punish individuals for
such acts, they treated the offenders not nearly as harshly as they did
those who engaged in extramarital heterosexual acts or bestiality. Quinn
accomplishes this journey into the sexual history of Mormons in large
part through blowing the lid off the gold mine of LDS records; probably
the most meticulously amassed and preserved set of records by any
nineteenth-century group. Quinn's feat alone could account for this
volume's contribution to nineteenth-century, American, western, and
sexual history. Indeed, Quinn is a thorough researcher; his endnotes
nearly cover the same number of pages as does his actual narrative.
Same-Sex Dynamics, however, presents a number of problems. In
the preface, Quinn explains that he "resigned" from Brigham Young University in 1988 "[b]ecause of a long dispute over [his] academic freedom
to publish controversial Mormon history" (p. ix). In 1993 his historical
writings resulted in his excommunication from the LDS Church (p. ix).
Nevertheless, he is a seventh-generation Mormon and remains, by his
definition, "a believing Mormon outside the church toward which" he
feels "genuine affection" and for which he maintains "fond hopes" (p.
ix). Quinn also states that he is writing at least in part from a Mormon
theological bias (p. 7), a perspective which might trouble some historians of homosexuality. It is Quinn's personal history and feelings toward
the LDS Church, however, which demand closer scrutiny if we are to try
to judge the merits of his historical interpretations. Outside the LDS
Church, while still a believing Mormon, Quinn's position is similar to the
situation of many LDS gay men and lesbians I have met. These men and
women want to remain within the church they love and at the same time
deal with something fundamental about themselves their church will not
accept. Such a situation has led a number of these men and women to
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offer apologia for both their sexuality and their church. Apologia is a
term suitably applied to the tone of Same-Sex Dynamics. In this light, it
seems to me that the volume is a highly personal work of great merit, but
from a disciplined historical perspective, the study has problems.
First, there are a number of explicit examples of apology in this work.
Early in the text, Quinn offers a cursory review of what others have
argued are "causes" for homosexuality. After all this, however, Quinn
reveals that homosexual origins are "irrelevant" in any case to his study.
Why then devote several pages and notes to this irrelevance? Quinn
wants somehow to justify homosexuality to his readers-readers whom
he presumes have not experienced homoerotic desires. Certainly, these
readers are in part, if not predominantly, other Mormons. Another example of apologia for the LDS Church is Quinn's statement, "Through
communication we can gain understanding, even empathy, for an identity or experience that is not ours" (p. 36). Yet another is Quinn's appeal
to scriptural authority: while some of the religious claim that "'God does
not create homosexuals or allow babies to be born with abnormal sexual
orientation"'... "it is generally acknowledged that God 'creates' lefthandedness (which the Bible consistently equates with evil)" (p. 51, fn
19).
Quinn wishes to let today's Latter Day Saints know that their culture and church were historically not so reactionary as they are today
when it comes to same-sex issues. One of the major problems with this
argument is that throughout most of the nineteenth century, neither
Mormons nor the larger American public recognized someone as a homosexual. The prevailing attitude was that a person could engage in
homosexual acts, but these were separate from a person's identity. So,
trying to make comparisons between contemporary and nineteenth-century Mormon reactions to latte'r-day homosexuals and earlier-day people
who participated in homoeroticism is similar to comparing apples and
oranges.
Although some of Quinn's evidence for a more lenient (or possibly
oblivious) attitude in the LDS Church and Mormon culture toward close
same-sex relationships in the past is compelling, he also presents a
great deal of evidence to support the conclusion that nineteenth-century Mormons were not as accepting toward homoeroticism as he would
have us believe. As early as 1853, for example, the Apostle Parley P.
Pratt condemned sodomy and justified God's destruction of Sodom in
part for that reason. Quinn's interpretation of Pratt's pronouncement
also serves as an example of apologia: Quinn infers the remarkable conclusion that somehow Pratt's mentioning unacceptable opposite-sex
relations before "unnatural lusts" in his statement condemning Sodom
somehow makes it clear that the former was more significant for Pratt
than the latter (p. 269). A second example of.the Mormons' early less-
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than-tolerant attitude toward homoeroticism concerns John C. Bennett,
who suffered excommunication in 1842 for other reasons. Brigham Young
remarked in a phrase that can only be seen as condemnatory that had
Bennett "let young men and women alone it would have been better for
him" (p. 268). Whatever the significance ofYoung's reference to Bennett's
conduct with young men before mentioning his conduct with young
women, however, seems to have escaped Quinn. In a third example, it is
for certain that the LDS leaders' separation of two young men in 1876 for
"improper connexion" by shipping one off on a mission to Arizona was
considerably milder punishment than Packer's recommendation on how
to deal with homosexual missionaries one hundred years later; it is also
a clear example of punishment nonetheless (p. 273-74). Another example
comes from 1882 when Joseph F. Smith instructed local LDS leaders in
Richfield, Utah, to excommunicate a group of teenagers for practices he
termed "obscene, filthy & horrible" (p. 276). The case of Lorenzo
Hunsaker in 1893 also suggests a lack of leniency on the part of the
nineteenth-century LDS leadership when it came to homoerotic acts. In
this case, Hunsaker's two half-brothers accused him of committing oral
sex on them. Instead of punishing Hunsaker, his two brothers were excommunicated "for the 'gross wrong' of making 'such a monstrous
charge' against their married brother" (p. 287). That the LDS officials
sided with Hunsaker is not nearly so telling as the fact that they considered the accusation of homoeroticism a "gross wrong," "a monstrous
charge," and reason enough to excommunicate two church members.
One other example comes from 1908 when Mormon officials of Utah's
Reform School, with the approval of the Mormon governor, severely
punished seven teenagers (five of whom were Mormons) for committing
sodomy on other school inmates. The boys were first confined in underground cells for two weeks and fed a diet'of bread and water. Then they
were lashed across their backs between twenty and twenty-five times
until pieces of flesh fell out and they ended up looking like "a roast of a
piece of meat" (p. 326). Clearly, that Mormons tolerated and even approved of expressions of same-sex friendship and even platonic love,
does not necessarily-as this evidence suggests-mean that they were
also somehow open to same-sex eroticism.
On a number of other occasions, Quinn elevates to fact material that
can at best be categorized as supposition, offers uncertain evidence,
and draws conclusions that the evidence does not warrant. For example,
as far as the Lorenzo Hunsaker case goes, Quinn attributes directly to
Hunsaker words of others (i.e., from their testimony) and accepts as
facts the statements of the Hunsaker brothers when at best their accusations pertain only to allegations (p. 288). Quinn also asserts that he sees
changes in college and high school athletic-team photographs dating
from the early through the mid-twentieth century. The later the photo-
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graph, the less likelihood that athletes would have their arms draped
around each other or have an affectionate hand on another's knee. Certainly, this does indicate the increasing unease with physical contact
between members of the same sex through the early twentieth centurysomething Quinn wants to show. There is no evidence to conclude, however, as Quinn does, that "the physical distancing was clearly required
by the adult coaches or the photographers .... [and] it was more likely a
homophobic coach who regulated the pose of his athletes" (p. 96). In
another instance of unsound conclusion, Quinn infers that Brigham
Young's "reputation for ignoring the emotional and sexual needs of his
wives, as several of them attested" was in some way connected toYoung's
nineteenth-century phrenological reading which rated him considerably
higher in same-sex adhesi veness than in opposite-sex amativeness (p.
110-11). A more likely conclusion for Young's neglect, it would seem,
was that he was President of the LDS Church and he had something like
twenty-nine wives! There is one final point that needs addressing. Quinn
concludes that because the three sodomy cases in Utah after the 1895
Oscar Wilde trial resulted in more lenient sentences for the convicts,
this coincidence somehow provides clear evidence that while the Wilde
case (which took place in England) may have been a negative turning
point in attitudes toward homosexuals elsewhere in the western world,
in Mormon country it did not. Such slim evidence for such a mighty
conclusion is unwarranted.
In a broader context beyond these specific criticisms, since Quinn is
more interested in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, his study
fails to account adequately for what is the more interesting issue that he
raises: why did the currently vicious anti-homosexual atmosphere in
the LDS Church and Mormon culture arise since the 1950s? One cannot
criticize this point too harshly, of course, since it is a question which
Quinn did not propose to answer. It is a significant question for us to
consider in this essay, however, if only in part because it may help us
understand what Quinn does not undertake in his book and especially
because, I would propose, it helps us understand better the broader and
truer meaning of what he does.
Same-Sex Dynamics early argues that Mormons were very closely
tied to greater American society and culture. Notable in LDS tradition,
however, is the belief that Mormons have maintained a significant degree of insularity from the rest of American society. This is a belief
which in part traces back to the Mormons' original 1847 migration into
the heart of the Great American Desert. Here they wished not only to
avoid further persecution from the rest of American society, but they
also wanted to separate themselves from the corrupting influences of
that society in hopes of purifying themselves in preparation for the
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Second Coming (an event any number of others at the time also anticipated). The Mormons' past practice of polygamy also gives weight to
the notion that these people historically remained aloof from greater
American culture.
Quinn, however, would make the case that nineteenth-century Mormons were emblematic of American society, specifically when it came to
their reaction to same-sex issues: "Ironically, while Mormons departed
radically from the opposite-sex relationships common among nineteenthcentury Americans, Mormon same-sex dynamics reflected national patterns" (p. 2). I would not propose that one accept this argument of
Quinn's. The reason being is that a culture's opposite-sex relations indeed have a great deal to do with its same-sex relations (but perhaps the
Mormons were like the rest of America at this time since both penalized
those who engaged in same-sex eroticism). But if one does agree with
Quinn on this point, just when it becomes most interesting for him to
show how Mormon connection to larger cultural and social trends may
have influenced them to become by the mid-twentieth century increasingly homophobic, Same-Sex Dynamics narrows its focus in its final
chapters, concentrating only on the Mormon story with no broader historical context.
Certainly, American society became more homophobic at this time,
as historians such as George Chauncey, Alan Berube, and John D'Emilio
have shown in their works on New York and America during and after
World War IU Quinn's explanation for this phenomenon in Mormon culture, however, is the unsatisfactory, "Reaching adulthood in the twentieth century seemed to be the crucial factor in the decline of tolerance
among LDS leaders for homoerotic behaviors and the rise of homophobia within the Mormon hierarchy since the early 1950s" (p. 375). This
summation begs for more analysis in another work. On a more personal
note to Quinn, if the negative atmosphere that he sees as only having
developed in the last half-century within the LDS Church and Mormon
culture is the result of outside influences rather than something that
developed from within, might it not be worthy to point this out to the
LDS Church and faithful? I fear the answer to this, however, is that
recent LDS homophobia finds its roots both in greater American culture
and within the LDS religious tradition.
While the 1950s mark a particularly dark time for homosexuals in the
United States generally, it also signaled the origins of the homosexual
rights movement. And since the 1970s, gays and lesbians have increasingly become more accepted inAmerican society. For example, more and
more large businesses, universities, municipalities, and even some state
governments are variously, according to their respective jurisdictions,
granting domestic-partner benefits, prohibiting anti-gay discrimination,
and allowing gays and lesbians to adopt children. Hawaii has even con-
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sidered recognizing the right of same-sex couples to marry. In addi tion,
any number of mainstream churches such as the Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, and Uni tarians are making
progress on the subject of the acceptance of gay/lesbian members and
clergy. The struggle is anything but far from over, as continued high
suicide rates for gay/lesbian teens, the rise in gay-bashing, religious
fundamentalism, loss of parental rights, Colorado's Amendment Number
Two, the "Don't Ask-Don't Tell" policy, the Defense of Marriage Act,
and so on attest. Nonetheless, the point is that within larger society
generally, there appears to be a growing trend toward acceptance of
non-heterosexuals.
In Mormon country, this genera11iberalizing trend is only somewhat
present: the appearance of the magazine Sunstone-which deals often
and sympathetically with homosexual issues; the rise of the group Affirmation-a Mormon lesbian, gay, and bisexual organization; and publications like Quinn's. Collectively, these magazine groups and books confirm
that on the periphery of the Mormon community there is pressure for
change. At the same time, their effect on the core of church doctrine,
ritual, and the faithful remains negligible at best. Questions remain as to
why the LDS Church remains vigorously anti-homosexual. For example,
why has the Mormon church followed a more reactionary path than mainstream religious organizations and broader American society and culture? And specifically, Quinn's research leaves wide open the question
of why (if it is true) did nineteenth-century Mormon sex-segregated
institutions and same-sex rituals make it possible for same-sex eroticism to be more accepted then, while the same institutions and rituals in
the twentieth century reject this eroticism, as Boyd K. Packer's advice to
the LDS priesthood well demonstrates?
These questions remain unanswered and Quinn's work does not
point us in any proper direction. As a personal work, Same-Sex Dynamics appears as though it has been richly rewarding to its author as he
tries to understand his relationship to a church that he remains fond of
but which has excommunicated him. In this sense, the book itself is a
significant Mormon cultural document and should be treated as such.
Importantly, it also demonstrates the richness and value of Mormon
documents and brings to greater light significant yet obscure sources
on nineteenth-and early twentieth-century gay/lesbian history. But, as
a disciplined and objective historical study of lesbians, gays, sexual
issues, and Mormon culture, this volume has serious drawbacks.

NOTES
1. D. Michael Quinn. Same-Sex Dynamics among Nineteenth-Century Americans: A Mormon Example. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1996).
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2. George Chauncey, Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture. and the Making of
the Gay Male World, 1890-1940 (New York: Basic Books, 1994); Alan Berube,
Coming Out Under Fire: The History of Gay Men and Women in World War Two
(New York: Free Press, 1990); John D'Emilio, Sexual Politics, Sexual Communities: The Making of a Homosexual Minority in the United States. 1940-1970
(Chicago, Illinois: University of Chicago Press, 1983).
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Beyond Bounds: Cross-Cultural Essays on Anglo, American Indian & Chicano
Literature. By Robert Franklin Gish (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1996. xiv + 170 pp. Notes, index. $24.95 paper.)

In these essays, Robert Franklin Gish is wide-ranging yet restricted in scope.
The writers Gish discusses come from divergent geographic areas of the American
West, but Gish is interested principally in their relationship to the Hispanic and
Indian cultures, an interest natural to an English professor who directs the Ethnic
Studies program at California Polytechnic State University.
Gish begins with essays on Charles F. Lummis, Edna Fergusson, Harvey
Fergusson, and Witter Brynner, New Mexico writers who figure prominently in J.
Frank Dobie's classic Life and Literature in the Southwest. Gish is not so much
interested in the literary merits of this "tourist" quartet as he is in their outsider
perception of Indian and, to a lesser extent, Spanish cultures. Gish next turns his
attention to two American Indians, novelist James Welch and poet Ray A. Young
Bear. Finally, he discusses the work of two Chicanos, novelist Rudolfo Anaya and
poet Jimmy Santiago Baca.
The book by no means focuses narrowly on these eight authors. Gish, for
instance, touches on D.H. Lawrence. He discusses the "New Mexico baroque" jibe
that Texas-born Stanley Walker hurled in The New Yorker at Paul Horgan and
others. Ray John de Arag6n, Sabine R. Ulibarri, and Orlando Ortega get more than
passing mention in Gish's fascinating essay on the legendary la Llorona, the weeping woman.
Here and there, as in the first two pages of the Welch essay, the reader must
pick his way through a barbed wire entanglement of critical terminology-"objective correlative" and the like-but Gish is shrewdly analytical and informative. The
essays deserve the attention of those interested in regional writing and in these two
southwestern ethnic groups.
Patrick Bennett
McMurry University
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Inventing the Southwest: The Fred Harvey Company and Native American Art.
By Kathleen L. Howard and Diana F. Pardue. (Flagstaff, Arizona: Northland
Publishing in cooperation with the Heard Museum, 1996. xv + 150 pp. lllustrations, bibliography, index. $17.95.)

Combining the lure of the rails with the lure of the West, the Fred Harvey
Company grew from food service provider for the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe
Railroad to the chief purveyor of southwestern culture and image over the first four
decades of this century. To add interest to station stops, the company built an
Indian Department, which actively collected, researched, documented, and sold historic and contemporary baskets, rugs, beadwork, jewelry, and pottery. Books and
other publications, drawing on the expertise of some of the country's leading ethnographers, were produced by the company. Native artists demonstrated their work
at Harvey facilities and expositions, some becoming famous in the process. Excursions took visitors directly into the once inaccessible heart of the Southwest.
The Harvey Company story was one of paradoxes and ironies, juxtaposing
scholarship with salesmanship and tradition with tourism. It was a curious blending
and crossing of cultural understandings, where Native American artists modified
their works over time to suit the tourist trade (e.g., smaller pieces of pottery that
could be easily packed and color schemes in rugs selected to meet market preferences), and Anglo architects made meticulous studies of Native and Hispanic building designs to incorporate into Harvey facilities. From this contact sprang the
Southwest of American popular imagination-the picture-postcard land where colorfully clad Indians sold their wares at trackside. Images of thunderbirds became
familiar icons and breathtaking scenery formed a backdrop for the perfect vacation.
Things were not always as they seemed: in one Harvey postcard view, two railroad
conductors are transformed through retouching into Pueblo women, and in another a
Hopi silversmith poses as a Navajo. Politically (and historically) correct it was not,
but the Harvey Company vision undeniably etched itself on the collective consciousness of this country, and a vast material legacy lives on along with the vision
itself.
Inventing the Southwest is appealingly presented and generously illustrated
with historic photographs and Harvey Company ephemera, including tinted postcard images and color views of numerous pieces of Native American art now in
museum collections (sometimes shown alongside old photographs in which the
same work also appears). Sidebars give capsule biographies of key Harvey Company personnel and artists, as well as recollections from Pueblo residents and former
Harvey employees. Aptly titled, Inventing the Southwest captures the legacy of a
colorful and bygone era.
Susan Berry
Director, Silver City Museum
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Chicanas/Chicanos at the Crossroads: Social, Economic, and Political Change.
Edited by David R. Maciel and Isidro D. Ortiz. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1996. xiii + 258 pp. Tables, charts, notes, index. $40.00 cloth, $16.95
paper.)
Since the Chicano Movement in the 1960s, much has been accomplished socially, politically, and economically, yet more challenges remain for Chicanas/os.
The ten articles in Crossroads are divided into four parts: demographic and economic trends; politics; educational struggles; and development and perspectives of
gender and feminism. The essays in Part One analyze demographic trends in the
Chicano population, the policy implications of these trends, immigration in the
1980s and beyond, and economic challenges since 1970s. The piece on the economic
progress of Chicanos is excellent because it has a longitudinal perspective.
In Part Two on Chicano politics, John Garcia's article discusses the electoral
gains made by Chicanas/os, and Isidro D. Ortiz's essay describes the development
of significant Mexican American organizations and leaders, but without sufficient
analytical discussion to establish why these were discussed and not others. Rosa
Maria Garcia-Acevedo's article on Mexico's policies toward Chicanos traces, describes, and analyzes the relationship between various Mexican presidents and
Chicano leaders and organizations. She classifies the goals, agents, targets, and tools
utilized by each Mexican president since Luis Echeverria in the 1970s in a useful
table. She timely predicts that the Mexican government would amend its constitution to permit "dual citizenship" for citizens of Mexico residing in the United States
(p. 148). Part Three on educational struggles and Part Four on developments and
perspectives on gender and feminism are shorter, but the quality remains consistent.
In a cogent, swift historical review of educational struggles since the Chicano Movement, Guadalupe San Miguel analyzes recent court cases on language rights, immigration status, higher education, and school finance. Ignacio Garcia discusses whether
Chicano Studies should retain the status quo as a marginal academic sub-field with
little resources and support, melt into Ethnic Studies programs and become diffused
with joint appointments and course-cross listings, or press for departmental status
and offer courses that are part of the general education requirements. Adelaida R.
Del Castillo finds cultural discrepancies in Mexican and Chicano gender relations in
studies conducted since the 1970s. Del Castillo found more cultural flexibility in
contemporary gender roles and within the family. Beatriz M. Pesquera and Denise
A. Segura offer the critical results of survey research to support conclusions that
Chicanas suffer from class, culture, ethnic, and gender bias. Public discourse has
omitted Chicanas from the women's movement and feminist scholarship just as
Chicanos have been subordinated since 1846.
The Chicano advancements in social mobility, educational attainment, political
power, economic gains, and international relations are well presented in the articles.
The policy initiatives and challenges since the 1980s that have produced retrenchment and regression in conditions that took Chicanas/os decades to change are
critically examined. The contributors provide articles with insightful multidisciplinary
perspectives, and historical and current information, but without regional diversity.
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Of the thirteen authors, six were from California. This dominant California perspective is a fault. The book has balance overall, however, and is the best of such books
for 1996. I will use it in my graduate course on public policy and the Mexican
American community.
Jose Angel Gutierrez
University ofTexas-Arlington
A Long Ride in Texas: The Explorations of John Leonard Riddell. Edited by
James O. Breeden. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1994. xviii
+ 115 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index. $24.50.)
The journals of John Leonard Riddell (1807-65), recently discovered in the
archives at Tulane University by James O. Breeden, shed new light on the natural
history of Texas. Dating from April to November, 1839, the journals are the earliest
scientific description of the geology and vegetation of east and central Texas, and
were published eight years prior to German scientist Ferdinand Roemer's visit in
1847.
A Botanist, Riddell was more than an observer and collector of nature's specimens. He actually gained greater recognition in the field of medicine. After obtaining
a B.A. at Rensselaer in 1829, Riddell discovered that natural scientists had few
lucrative outlets professionally, so he decided to become a physician while conducting an ill-paid survey of the natural vegetation of Ohio. In 1836, he recei ved an
M.D. from the Ohio Reformed Medical College in Cincinnati. Because of "an unfortunate habit of philandering" (p. 6), however, the new physician was not awarded
the well-paid professorship he sought at the medical school, despite being the
"school's most popular teacher" (p. 10).
In August 1836, Riddell was forced to leave Cincinnati because socialites
frowned on his elopement with Mary Bone. The young doctor headed to New
Orleans to spend a couple of months rethinking his future, but in the end he remained there with his wife Mary for the rest of his life.
In New Orleans, Riddell found his niche as a physician-scientist. Convinced
that contagious diseases had organic origins, he fought to sanitize the water system.
He invented the binocular microscope, promoted herbal over toxic drug treatments,
and continued his studies of the natural world. "Riddell matured as a scientist in
New Orleans and came to have a profound influence on scientific thinking there and
in the Deep South" (p. 16). During his extended presidency of the New Orleans
Academy of Sciences, Riddell corresponded with leading naturalists including John
Torrey and Asa Gray.
In the spring of 1839, Riddell journeyed into east and central Texas. He explored the 'Trinity Country" and documented the geology of the region. That fall he
and a small military troupe marched into "Comanche country" on Edwards Plateau.
During their reconnaissance, he inventoried the natural resources, assessed them for
commercial development, and recorded and illustrated the grasses, shrubs, trees, and
animal life. His journals are a firsthand account of the natural landscape of the time.
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Riddell's journals along with the story of his professional life offer a glimpse
into the natural history of central Texas as well as the history of science in the South
during the mid-nineteenth century. Breeden's lively introduction and thorough annotations place Riddell in historical context and offer a reference for students of the
history of scientific and medical endeavors in the Old Southwest.
Christopher J. Huggard
Northwest Arkansas Community College
Bandelier: The Life and Adventures ofAdolph Bandelier. By Charles H. Lange
and Carroll L. Riley. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1996. xiii +- 263
pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, bibliography, index. $34.95.)
Adolph Bandelier was an important, if slightly obscure, pioneer in late nineteenth-century American Southwest and Andean archaeology; his role within anthropology is remembered principally as fieldworker for the seminal theoretician,
Lewis Henry Morgan. The authors of this biography, themselves noted anthropologists and historians, edited and annotated Bandelier's remarkable Southwestern Journals (University of New Mexico Press, 1966, 1970, 1975, 1984). The Southwestern
Journals contain short, scholarly biographical essays. The present volume, intended for "the general as well as a professional audience," incorporates much new
material, but focuses on Bandelier's life rather than his work (p. 253).
Bandelier emerges as a not altogether sympathetic figure. His tenacity, curiosity, zeal, and even courage cannot be doubted; he survived a string of crushing
personal tragedies and financial disasters with his research program not simply
intact but almost fanatically fixed. The man lived for his work-and so did his
wives. His first wife, Josephine Hugey, held off creditors, suffered Adolph's impossible father, and endured a hand-to-mouth, wandering existence with remarkable loyalty. Hugey died during Bandelier's desperately underfunded research in
Peru; he immediately remarried a young family friend from Lima-Fanny Ritter.
Ritter's life with Bandelier was no more settled nor certain than Hugey's; financial
reversals continued, but Ritter survived Bandelier. In her grief, she declared "if! live
now, it is only to do his work" (p. 209).
Bandelier published monographs and a historical novel that remains in print.
He was a prolific correspondent. The source that dominates this biography, however, is his private journal. As Lange and Riley note, it is quite obvious that Bandelier
never intended to publish his journals. He used his journals to vent his considerable
spleen against stingy supporters, colleagues he saw as rivals, and against God when
the tides ran against him-as they often did. Lange and Riley describe his journal
entries as increasingly "expressions of hatred and fear, bordering on the pathological" (p. 60) and "downright insane" (p. 123); they back those charges with convincing quotes. Parts of Bandelier's private writings were sordid. Bandelier restricted
his rantings to his private journal, for the friends he savaged in its pages remained
steadfastly loyal. But the journals are so central to the biography that they overshadow the tnanifest success of Bandelier's professional and collegial life. We might
mutter cruel things while working out or driving in traffic, and feel better; unfortunately, Bandelier wrote them down. He appears mean, petty, and irrational.
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Bandelier's memory is honored with a National Park in New Mexico and a
segment of the great Peruvian site of Chan Chan, but his work was overshadowed by
contemporary or near contemporary giants: Alfred Vincent Kidder (1885-1963) in
the Southwest and Max Uhle in Peru. His story is worth telling and worth reading.
This biography will be of considerable value to those with southwestern and Andean
interests, but the grim, relentless quotations from his very private journals leave the
man sadly diminished. Perhaps this is truth. Colleagues, I urge you to burn your
diaries and erase your tapes.
Stephen H. Lekson
University of Colorado, Boulder

Our Lady of Guadalupe: The Origins and Sources ofa Mexican National Symbol, 1531-1797. By Stafford Poole, C.M. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1995. xiii + 325 pp. Appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
Throughout Mexico and the greater U.S. Southwest, one cannot escape the
multiplicity of images representing the Virgin of Guadalupe. Regardless of the medium used to illustrate the Virgin, the depictions keep alive the Guadalupe story in
the consciousness of countless peoples. For those who accept the apparitions upon
faith, there is little need to reconcile the Guadalupe event with the historical facts,
since faith assuages any discrepancies. For those in search of the actual history of
the event, however, Stafford Poole investigates the earliest recorded accounts of the
story, delineates the evolution of the devotion, and examines the demographics of
those who accepted it. De facto approbation of the Guadalupe apparitions provided
criol/os. and then nationalists, with patronage that they used in furthering their
respective political agendas. From the lowly to the elite, Mexicans have believed
and continue to believe that the apparitions demonstrate a celestial predilection
mediated through their adoptive patroness, the Virgin Mary of Guadalupe.
Poole presents a scholarly historiographical examination of the existing sources
relevant to the Guadalupe devotions. Poole's research objectively illustrates the
lack of historical documentation contemporary with the Guadalupe event by either
native or Spanish chroniclers. Furthermore, his investigation assesses the inconsistencies that emerge when the existing documentation is compared to traditional oral
accounts of the apparitions of the Virgin to the Mexican Indian Juan Diego. These
accounts, although never documented, circulated via oral tradition down through the
centuries and very probably had an origin contemporary with the event. According
to Poole, the latter half of the sixteenth century witnessed abundant written references to the devotion and to a chapel, but there is no mention of the apparitions that
the traditional accounts describe as having taken place in 1531. From 1665 to 1666,
the cathedral chapter in Mexico City conducted an inquiry into the Guadalupe
event. The testimony gathered during the investigation failed to provide any consistent evidence to determine whether the traditional accounts could be traced to the
apparitions or to a later time period.
Poole concludes that the apparitions were generally unknown or forgotten
among the peninsulares and criollos of Mexico until 1648. The modern version of
the Guadalupe story can be traced to material written by the oratorian priest Miguel
Sanchez in 1648 and by the diocesan priest Laso de la Vega in 1649. Their works not
only publicized the Guadalupe event in Mexico but forever linked the miraculous
story to criollo identity, since their accounts coincided with the emergence of
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criollismo. Sanchez's work, entitled Imagen de la Virgen Maria, Madre de Dios de
Guadalupe, Milagrosamente Aparecida en la Ciuddd de Mexico, is hagiographical
rather than historical in its composition. Poole determines that Laso de la Vega may
not be the sole author of the work entitled Huey tlamahuit;iltuca, which was written
in standard church Nahuatl. Standing independently from Sanchez's work, it apparently represents a compilation of diverse elements dating from different periods and
written in varying styles. Speculation, however, suggests that Laso de la Vega or his
aides may have adapted Sanchez's account, imparting to it the Nahuatl style that
characterizes the work. Vega, who divided his book into five sections, placed the
account of the apparitions in Section Two, which is known as Nican mopohua, after
the beginning Nahuatl words of the description ("Here is recounted ...").
Regarding the sources consulted in producing their accounts, both Sanchez and
Vega remain vague on the subject. Of all traditional accounts, it is Vega's that scholars regard as the most influential through time as well as the most valuable as a
present-day resource. As a literary document, one of its most impressive features is
the elegant use of the Nahuatl language. While some critics believe that its style is
simply that of the Nahuatl developed by priests and literate Indians early in the
colonial period, others maintain that the language of the document is excellent Nahuatl
with a few Spanish loanwords and a simple syntax that could be easily understood
by native speakers. Still other experts believe that the style reflects the Nahuatl
cultural and linguistic renaissance of the mid-seventeenth century.
Poole also considers later accounts of the Guadalupe event compiled by other
authors. He examines the works of Francisco de Florencia and Carlos Sigiienza y
G6ngora and reviews the various documents/sources that the authors consulted in
writing their accounts. In addition, along with discussing various lesser treatises on
the Guadalupe event, Poole surveys the more eloquent and striking sermons on the
topic of Guadalupe delivered by both detractors and supporters. Special note is
given to the Dominican Servando Teresa de Mier, whose writings have remained
basic components of the anti-apparitionist stance to this day.
Poole provides a most thorough examination of the historiography of the
Guadalupe story and assesses the many unanswered questions resulting from the
lack of original documentation. Such a dearth of material does not preclude the
possibility that stories of the actual event circulated among the native peoples of
New Spain and that they were transmitted to posterity from one generation to the
next. Whether one denies that the event ever occurred or accepts the story purely on
faith, the certainty and/or uncertainty behind the Guadalupe event persists. The
Guadalupe of history remains an unsolved mystery but not the Guadalupe of faith.
The Virgin of Guadalupe continues to be a powerful focus of religious devotion
among the faithful of Mexico and a powerful symbol of Mexican national identity
for unbelievers. In May 1996, the Abbot Guillermo Schulenberg Prado was forced
to resign as head of the Basilica of the Virgin of Guadalupe after publicly denying
the authenticity of the traditional Guadalupe story.
Alfred A. Brichta L6pez
University of New Mexico
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The Militarization of the U.S.-Mexico Border, 1978-1992: Low-Intensity Conflict Doctrine Comes Home. By Timothy J. Dunn. (Austin, Texas: The Center
for Mexican American Studies, 1996. xii + 307 pp. Maps, tables, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
Timothy Dunn notes in his opening paragraph that this book "sprang from my
concern over the various fragmentary signs of militaristic qualities that I have sporadically noticed in those activities in a variety of sources over the previous decade
and over the potential human rights problems that these activities posed" (p. ix). It
is not surprising, therefore, that the author found, as the title tells us, what he
sought. In the appendixes, Dunn develops his "Theoretical Considerations" more
fully (p. 185). He tells us his "primary theoretical focus concerns the nature of
repression in so-called advanced industrial societies ...." (p. 186). A second theme
is the effect of bureaucracy on the status of human rights. These are not trivial
topics, and they deserve more hard thought than the author provides.
The work has a fairly simple and straight-forward construction. His introduction offers a brief historical overview of the "pacification of the border region" and
"border law enforcement as labor control" followed by a short foray into the impact
of Low Intensity Warfare (LIC) doctrine on Counterinsurgency, Antidrug Operations, Terrorism Counteraction, Contingency Operations and Domestic Facets. The
author applies this model to an examination of the role of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS), the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), and the military (Joint Task Force-6 [JTF-6]).
As an expanded master's thesis the author can perhaps be excused for his lack
of in-depth knowledge of LIC Doctrine and the associated subsets cited above. His
analysis of INS and DEA activities fails to sufficiently stress their law enforcement
mission and the legal constraints that disqualify them from falling under any LIC
umbrella. In similar fashion, his development of the role of JTF-6 overlooks its
severe legal limits. Rather, it is relaxation of the "Posse Comitatus" that he stresses.
That the military is specifically prohibited from making arrests and from participating in searches and seizures is simply a slippery slope, for "this crucial prohibition
would eventually be lifted" (p. 118). In short, this is a "fear-monger" book. Its
theoretical concerns are important and real, but its presentation and understanding
of law leaves much to be desired.
Peter A. Lupsha
University of New Mexico
Professor Emeritus
Wallace Stegner: Man & Writer. Edited by Charles E. Rankin. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1996. xvi + 280 pp. Illustrations, notes,
index. $45.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
Charles E. Rankin says that "the genesis for [Wallace Stegner: Man & Writer]
was a special symposium held in September 1993 in Missoula, Montana ... to pay
tribute to the memory of Stegner ... [and] to reflect on Stegner's contributions to
history, literature, and conservation" (p. 4). Elegiac testimonies form the first part
of the book and include Stewart L. Udall's foreword, William E. Farr's preface,
Rankin's introduction, and memorial essays by James R. Hepworth, Page Stegner,
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Ivan Doig, William Kittredge, and Wendell Berry. Twelve additional essays make up
Part Two. Richard W. Etulain, Elliott West, and Dick Harrison focus primarily on
Stegner's achievements as a humanist who wanted to instill a sense of individual
responsibility in his readers. Stegner believed that Westerners, including those in
Canada, should know the geology, geography, history, and literature of the places in
which they live. In assessing Stegner's environmentalism, Dan Flores tells why
Stegner was "our model of a proto-bioregional citizen of the larger West," and Ann
Ronald explains how Stegner's concept of stewardship shaped his environmental
ethic (p. 74).
While Patricia Nelson Limerick praises Stegner's humor, wisdom, and foresight, Rob Williams and Gary Topping examine some of the shortcomings and flaws
in his histories. The remaining four essays shift the focus to Stegner as a literary
artist. Jackson 1. Benson blends biography and criticism to argue that Stegner's
fiction improved when he found narrators' voices that used his personal assets.
William Bevis finds that Stegner's style is civic and "suited to exploration of the
conscience, not of the unconscious ..." (p. 267). Robert H. Keller raises farreaching questions about Stegner's controversial mixing of fact and fiction in The
Preacher and the Slave and concludes that "Stegner did not radically rewrite or
invent history ..." (p. 175). Melody Graulich's study of the intertextuality of
Angle of Repose shows how the novel "becomes a story about interpretation" (p.
232), a story that "attempts to capture readers in the web of our enduring literary
heritage, to turn us into literary historians" (p. 233).
All these testimonies and essays support Donald Worster's assertion that
Stegner "was the most significant writer about the American West in this century .
. ." (p. 139). The contributors identify the rich heritage Stegner has left us, and they
begin, with clear and penetrating thought, to help us understand and put to use that
heritage. To learn about the West, read Stegner; to learn about him, read Wallace
Stegner: Man &·Writer.
James H. Maguire,
Boise State University
Pioneer Children on the Journey West. By Emmy E. Werner. (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1995. xii + 202 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95.)

Developmental psychologist Emmy E. Werner employs children's journals and
letters to document their experiences on the overland trails to California and Oregon
in the 1840s, 1850s, and 1860s. A fascination with resilience in American children
provides the impetus for the author's research. In ten topical chapters, Werner relies
largely on children's own words to examine their westward journeys. Many of her
examples retell well-known stories, including Virginia Reed's account of the Donner
party tragedy and Olive and Lorenzo Oatman's discussion of their family's massacre on the Gila Trail. Lesser-known tales include the kidnapping of seven-year-old
Emma Griffis from a California mining camp in 1849 and the amazing fortitude of
Juliette Brier who carried her four-year-old son and led her other two young sons
by the hand across Death Valley during the winter of 1849-50. The author provides
an interesting and highly readable addition to the literature on the mid-nineteenth
century overland trails.
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Werner applies to young overlanders recent psychological studies of children's
abilities to overcome great adversity and become capable and caring adults. She finds
that most children on the overland trails were active and outgoing youngsters with
positive personalities. These characteristics attracted a wide network of adult support, from kin and strangers alike. The author also maintains that strong mothers
often made the difference between life and death for children on the trail. For example, the twenty-six young survivors of the Donner party ordeal all had the
support of strong, competent mothers, along with caring siblings and friends. Werner
fails to indicate whether fathers made a similar difference in children's survival on
the trails, but she does emphasize the importance of older siblings and extended
family members as sources of physical and emotional support. Strangers, including
many Native Americans, also provided essential aid to emigrant children. Perhaps
taking a cue from John Unruh's chapter on emigrant-Indian interaction in his study
of the overland journey, Werner shows that children responded to helpful Native
Americans with genuine friendship and gratitude.
Other common characteristics among children traveling the overland trails include valued skills, such as cattle herding, hunting, cooking, and nursing. Also, most
children exhibited strong religious faith and confidence in a higher power that gave
them hope. Many survivors of the westward journey lived long and productive
lives. Werner concludes that "despite differences in the social and historical contexts in which these children lived, we can begin to discern a common core of
individual characteristics and sources of support in the extended family and community that contributed to their capacity to overcome great odds. Perhaps, just perhaps, there is a certain timelessness in human resilience that transcends the here and
now" (p. 160).
Dedra S. McDonald
University of New Mexico
Andele, The Mexican-Kiowa Captive: A Story of Real Life Among the Indians.
By J.1. Methvin. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996. vi +
133 pp. Illustrations, map, notes. $16.95 paper.)
In Autumn 1866, a raiding party of Mescalero Apaches came upon two young
Mexican American boys tending cattle in a little meadow near Las Vegas, New
Mexico. The Apaches captured both children, though only one of the boys, Jose
Andres Martinez, survived. Sold to the Kiowas and renamed Andele, the frightened
youth's story is the subject of this engaging captivity narrative. Andele, The Mexican-Kiowa Captive details the personal experience of Andele as he attempted to
adapt to Kiowa life and later readjust to life in white society. The narrative reveals
intimate details of Plains Indian culture and the multiethnic reality of the Southwest.
Methodist Minister LJ. Methvin originally published the narrative in 1899,
hoping Andele's story would serve as a morality tale. Beyond its value in this
regard, Andele provided valuable first-hand accounts of Kiowa adoption rituals,
hunting practices, material culture, and sacred events such as the Scalp Dance. As a
text, Andele provides insights into New Mexican Indian cultural exchange, intertribal relations, and Kiowa gender systems. The narrative gives compelling testimony that the nineteenth-century West was a multiethnic region. The story is filled
with references to men and women of various groups including not only Kiowas and
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Mexicans, but Utes, African Americans, and Anglos. As such, the work can serve as
a text to examine the multiethnic nature of the American West. The book also reveals
the workings of President Ulysses S. Grant's Peace Policy, the Kiowas' adjustment
to reservation life, andAndele's experience trying to rejoin his New Mexican family.
The present version of Andele contains a well-researched and insightful introduction by ethnohistorian James F. Brooks of the University of Maryland. Brooks
provides a brief history of the Martinez family in New Mexico, an overview of
Kiowa culture, and a discussion of captivity narratives and missionary tracts as
literature. Though footnotes within the text would have been welcomed, the book
serves as both a compelling narrative and a literary text, revealing the cultural values
of Kiowas, Mexican Americans, and Protestant missionaries.
Near the end of the narrative, Andele joins the Methodist church and begins
working as an industrial teacher at the Methvin Institute, a Methodist Indian Mission School. At this point, Methvin claims that Andele's conversion was complete,
yet there is evidence that the captive retained his identity as a Kiowa. In perhaps
the most telling section of the work, Andele travels home to rejoin his family in Las
Vegas, only to return again to his Kiowa home. From this fascinating account, it
seems that Andele was captured in more than one way by the Indians.
Mark E. Miller
University of Arizona
Spirit Ascendant: The Art and Life of Patrocifio Barela. By Edward Gonzalez
. and David L. Witt. (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Red Crane Books, 1996. xxvi + 204
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95.)

Finally! Spirit Ascendant is the first scholarly work on the long neglected and
often misinterpreted artist, Patrocifio Barela. Barela was the first Mexican American/Hispano artist to achieve national recognition, yet his story and his creations
have remained inadequately addressed until now. The beautifully designed volume
includes a foreword by artist Max Evans and an introduction by Rudolfo Anaya as
well as striking photographs of much of Barela's work.
Previous research on Barela has all too often presented this artist in a condescending and unflattering manner. With few exceptions he is forgotten entirely in art
histories dealing with the Taos and Santa Fe artists working in New Mexico during
the first half of the twentieth century. When Barela is mentioned, it is under the
category of "folk" artist rather than that of "fine" artist. Both aesthetic and racial
discrimination have played a major roles in keeping his life and his work from
inclusion in the art historical record. Spirii Ascendant provides a far more complete
account of the first Taos artist of any ethnicity to be collected by the Museum of
Modern Art in New York.
Patrocifio Barela achieved recognition for his work created under the auspices
of the New Deal Federal Art Project in New Mexico. For a brief period his work
was nationally recognized via a 1936 exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in
New York. His sculptures, carved out of juniper and cedar, were inspired by the
santero tradition yet recognized by the modernists as "primitive" and "Africanlike." Barela was not familiar (at least in the beginning) with these other traditions
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nor with the modernist movement. Rather, he created secular and religious art from
what was in his mind and heart. His artistic themes explored the human condition
and life's journey with poetic and poignant results. Barela's art is deeply spiritual
and wholly provocative.
Authors Edward Gonzales and David L. Witt researched Barela and his art for
more than a decade. They pooled their resources and efforts to create this important
volume. Working religiously (as it were), Gonzales and Witt have identified over
1,000 Barela works. Each has been catalogued by the authors, providing a valuable
source for other artists and scholars.
Spirit Ascendant includes personal reminiscences by family members andfriends
who knew Barela. Chapters one through three chronicle Barela's life and artistic
development through primary research and oral interviews. In combining these methodological approaches, Gonzales and Witt have painstakingly put together the story
of a New Mexican artist in a manner that has unfortunately escaped other recent
attempts. Additionally, a scholarly analysis of Barela's art is achieved in chapter
four. Gonzales and Witt's critical analysis (re)inserts Patrocino Barela and his art
into the history of fine art. Their book achieves this goal and will remain a pivotal
work for future research.
Chapter five is dedicated to discussing the artistic legacy Barela left for Chicano,
Hispano, and Mexican American artists and writers. Many have embraced Patrocino
Barela as an inspirational source. An appendix of selected commentaries provides
an interesting historiographical overview of those who recognized and wrote about
Barela early on.
Edward Gonzales and David Witt are to be highly commended for their sensitive and thorough research of Barela. It is evident that their personal interest and
respect for the artist is reflected in this work. Gonzales and Witt present Barela as
a spiritual master of his medium, a genius of the time, and a man who went unrecognized for far too long. Indeed, Patrocino Barela is one of New Mexico's finest
creators, and this book is sure to restore his life and his work to the discourse of
New Mexican, Chicano, Latino, and American art.
Tey Marianna Nunn
University of New Mexico
The Oxford History of the American West. Edited by Clyde A. Milner 11, Carol
A. O'Connor, and Martha Sandweiss. (New York: Oxford University Press,
1994. xiii + 872 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, bibliographies, index. $39.95.)
With the rise of the "New Western History," conceptually different at least in
degree from its predecessors, it stands to reason that new syntheses would be
offered to the western history public. The first of these, Richard White's "It's Your
Misfortune and None ormy Own": A New History oftheAmerican West (Oklahoma,
1991), utilized a textbook format aimed at the advanced western history student as
well as scholars. The Oxford History of the American West, edited by Clyde A.
Milner, Carol O'Connor, and Martha A. Sandweiss, is aimed more directly at the
professional audience.
Organized by topic and loose chronology, the twenty-three essays that make
up the book reflect much of the new thinking about the American West. Divided into
four sections, "Heritage," "Expansion," "Transformation," and "Interpretation,"
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each with an introduction by one of the editors, the book makes a stab at covering
the vast territory and many of the interpretations of the American West. Some of
the choices of authors are outstanding, reflecting both the best of the old and the
new. Richard White's "Animals and Enterprise," William Cronon's "Landscapes of
Abundance and Scarcity," David Weber's "The Spanish-Mexican Rim," Richard
Maxwell Brown's "Violence," Allan G. Bogue's "An Agricultural Empire," and
numerous others represent the work of people at the pinnacle of their areas of
specialty. The generally exceptional quality of thinking and writing makes the overwhelming majority of the essays important contributions to their subfields in western history.
As in any undertaking of this scope, there are structural and organizational
problems. The division of the book into four sections is a necessary, but sometimes
artificial, categorization. Despite Milner's insistence in the preface that the book
"flows chronologically," the stories told here go back and forth in time in a complex
manner (p. xi). Each essay appears to have the chronological integrity for which the
editors strove, but the sections overlap in a manner that discourages differentiation.
Equally troublesome are the rough parallels of the four sections and different time
periods. The "Heritage" section, defined as the period prior to 1821, works best,
but the other three require constant vigilance by the reader to keep clear the distinctions set up in the introductions. Some of the distinctions are artificial in character-for example, can "expansion" and "transformation" really be separated in any
meaningful way? Is the "perception" of the West distinguishable from "reality" in
any but the most superficial forms of understanding?
Also worthy of note is the relatively short shrift paid to the development of
business. Although the federal presence is clearly explained in numerous undertakings, most thoroughly in Carl Abbott's outstanding essay, the impact of entrepreneurs is understated. The cattle industry is explained, and a few merchants are
periodically trotted out, but the most important relationships between business,
development, government, and commerce are at the margins.
The Oxford History of the American West is an enormous undertaking that
highlights the most important ideas of the last two decades and the scholarship that
supports them. In a project of this size and scope, the flaws in the structure are to
be expected. They detract only slightly from the importance of this work, which
will serve as a major resource for the next generation of scholars. If its pieces are
greater than the sum of its parts, this is a small price to pay for a work of such value.
Hal Rothman
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
The Prehistoric Pueblo World: A.D. 1150-1350. Edited by Michael A. Adler.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1996. viii + 279 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, notes, appendix, bibliographies, index. $45.00.)

This volume is the product of a conference organized by William Lipe and
Stephen Lekson that was held at Crow Canyon Archaeological Center in early 1990.
It examines the Pueblo III (PIlI) period in Southwestern prehistory, generally dated
by the contributors as AD 1150-1350. This is a particularly interesting period,
bracketed as it is by the "collapse" of the Chacoan regional system at 1150 and the
formation of large aggregated villages by 1350. The volume contains regional sum-
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maries by archaeologists working across the prehistoric Pueblo world, and general
discussion papers by Linda Cordell and David Wilcox. The authors consider a number of important questions including the relationship of their area to the Chacoan
system, the causes of local and regional abandonments, and the factors influencing
population aggregation in large sites.
The volume contributes to our understanding of Southwestern archaeology in
three ways. First, it brings together in one place settlement data from every part of
the PIlI world. Key "synthetic" features of the book include a very useful appendix
that tabulates the size and dates of large (i.e., greater than 50 rooms) PIlI sites, and
a map of these sites in Adler's introductory chapter. As Wilcox notes in his commentary, these features will surely encourage additional comparative and interpretive works.
Second, the volume draws our attention to specific patterns of architectural
variation in the PIlI world, including variation in "post-Chaco great houses" (Stein
and Fowler) and aggregated settlements without formal integrative structures (Varien
et aI., Roney, Dean). Analysis of this variation promises to reveal much about an
area's relationship to Chaco, as well as its response to problems created by the
Chaco collapse.
Finally, the volume presents a number of ideas about the ultimate causes of
settlement abandonment and aggregation. This theoretical work is notable because it
reflects efforts by Southwestern archaeologists to adopt a much more democratic
and nuanced approach to causality. Several authors highlight the role of various
"pull" factors for explaining aggregation in the Southwest, factors that have to do
with the politics, economics, and ideology of community organization. A warrant
for studying these factors is provided, for example, by Van West's work in southwestern Colorado, a study that reveals the absence of any significant environmental
constraint on locational behavior at the end of the thirteenth century. Although the
role of pull factors in influencing PIlI settlement, and their relationship to the
"push" factors of climate change and population growth, remains to be more fully
theorized, a good start is made here.
Many other analytical and interpretive challenges face investigators of the PIlI
period. Among the key needs identified by authors and discussants alike are better
dating of sites, more excavation data, and more refined models of social integration.
Cordell identifies a particularly basic need: a standardized vocabulary for describing
sites so that, for example, we can more easily tell whether variation in post-Chaco
architectural forms is real or simply an artifact of people using different terminologies to describe the same basic thing.
In sum, this is an extremely useful volume that will be an important stimulant
to future research, and an essential reference for anyone interested in the Pueblo III
period in Southwestern prehistory.
Dean J. Saitta
University of Denver
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Strong Hearts, Wounded Souls: Native American Veterans of the Vietnam War.
By Tom Holm. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996. xi + 240 pp. Tables,
notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)

Tom Holm's recently published book, Strong Hearts, Wounded Souls, effectively reveals the participation of America's most forgotten minority of the twentieth century in a war most Americans would prefer to forget. Himself a Native
American Vietnam veteran, the author connects Indian participation in the war to a
traditional warrior spirit.
The warrior spirit, Holm argues, explairisAmerican Indian service in Vietnam.
Although war is traditionally viewed as "an abnormal human activity" which forces
Native Americans from the White Path of Peace, Indian cultures historically have
recognized a spirituality surrounding it (p. 4). Most Native Americans opposed the
war in Vietnam, but fully seventy-five percent ofAmerican Indian Vietnam veterans
volunteered or willingly submitted to wartime conscription. Indians who served in
Southeast Asia during the war were "patriots in the tribal sense of the word,"
honoring cultural traditions. Holm rejects economic incentive as the principal motivator for military service and discounts a pro-involvement mentality molded by the
post-World War II, anti-communist, consensus-oriented society. Adherence to traditional cultural values-consciously following the 'warrior spirit and tribal customs-was the motivational force for Native American service in Vietnam.
Warfare in Southeast Asia forced American Indians to confront racism and
challenges to their cultural values. Racial stereotyping of Indian combat and tracking
skills often placed Native American soldiers in especially dangerous assignments.
The killing of women and children in combat zones countered traditional Native
American views of warfare as did the despoliation of the environment. Indian soldiers also recognized numerous similarities between the condition of Vietnamese
peasants and their own tribal conditions stateside-a realization that fostered an
expanded understanding of American governing policies at home and abroad. As one
Native American phrased it, "I had been a red man killing yellow men for the white
man. I put my gun down and I couldn't kill anymore" (p. 149). The war challenged
Indian veterans to confront racism and injustice once they returned home, and many
returning veterans became active in tribal politics and in organizations such as the
American Indian Movement.
The war remains a powerful force in the lives of most Indian veterans. PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) has had a crippling effect on thousands. Those
who were most successful in their post-war readjustment were generally aided by
traditional purification ceremonies and pathways provided by elders: family members, and in some cases, by tribal communities.
Strong Hearts, Wounded Souls is well written and certainly fills an empty slot
in Native American scholarship. Tom Holm provides an accurate, detailed record of
combat realities in Vietnam and effectively blends the realities of small unit action
with the larger war strategy. His thoroughness, however, often forces the Native
American combat soldier to fade from view. Of greater concern is Holm's principal
source of information. The work rests on interviews with 170 members of the
Vietnam Era Veterans' Inter-Tribal Association (VEVITA). By Holm's admission,
the survey was "a sample of convenience," and he did not attempt a "random
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sampling" of the 42,OOOAmerican Indian veterans of the Vietnam War. The association, from its inception, represented those Native Americans who returned from
Southeast Asia politically active and determined to walk a more traditional path.
The survey response, therefore, is certain to be skewed. Despite these two problems, Strong Hearts, Wounded Souls is a valuable and insightful study of Native
American Vietnam veterans.
Kenneth W. Townsend
Coastal Carolina University
Winning the West for Christ: Sheldon Jackson and Presbyterianism on the Rocky
Mountain Frontier, J869-1880. By Norman 1. Bender (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996. xiii + 265 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $40.00.)

Norman Bender has written a readable and detailed account of the career of
Sheldon Jackson, one the folk heroes of the history of the church and the history of
education in the American West. Bender presents to us Jackson the entrepreneur:
starting churches, raising funds, opening schools, always looking for the next step in
the expansion of the Presbyterian Church in the Rocky Mountain region and Alaska.
The author also effectively portrays the tensions between Jackson's highly individual methods and agendas and the structured and orderly Presbyterian organization within which he was supposed to work. Bender also treats the intertwining
relationships between Protestant churches and public schools.
The military metaphors used by Bender in his chapter titles reflect the sense of
American Protestant Christianity at war with all it considered alien. Jackson set out
to conquer the evils of Romanism, paganism, and religious indifference, accomplishing the cultural conquest of the new territories already appropriated by the United
States by military action and treaty.
Winning the West for Christ will be a useful addition to the historical literature
on religion in the American West. Its detail, illustrations, copious notes and up-todate bibliography can be mined for further projects. Bender brings Jackson to life,
with all the passions he shared with his generation of Anglo American Protestant
pioneers. Through Jackson's life we see the shaping of both Protestant churches and
public schools in the West.
Bender's biography is an appreciative one. He acknowledges the recent scholarship treating Protestant home mission activity in the American West, with its
analysis of the complex social, economic, and political forces that shaped this enterprise, but tells a largely Presbyterian story. While it is true that Jackson, as all home
missionaries, saw no future for the soul of his nation apart from the Protestant or
even Presbyterian faith, this cultural sense of superiority had its consequences,
especially in the development of cross-cultural and interreligious relationships among
the diverse people of the western territories. The establishment of viable Presbyterian congregations and schools was not the only legacy of Sheldon Jackson. The next
research project calls for a deeper look at the cultural legacies of Jackson's work and
consequently the role of the Protestant missionary enterprise in shaping Anglo
immigrants' relationships with those people whose territory they essentially invaded.
Randi Jones Walker
Pacific School of Religion
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The Old Trail to Santa Fe: Collected Essays. By Marc Simmons. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1996. xvii + 200 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography. $24.95 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

As a road of conquest and commerce into the West, the Santa Fe Trail altered
the nation's history and was a vital element in the country's expansion to the Pacific
Ocean. Simmons documents this significance in The Old Trail by presenting the best
of his writings and lectures about the Santa Fe Trail from the last quarter of a
century. The collection of essays ranges from a biography of William Becknell, who
opened the trail in 1821, to a visit to Pecos Pueblo, to an account of a Hispanic
teenager's journey on the trail in 1867. My only reservation about this book is that
the fascinating collection of photographs and illustrations are reproduced too small
to fully appreciate them. This does not diminish how Simmons brings the trail to life
with essays about meteor showers in the night skies over wagon trains, Jewish
merchants, prairie schooner poetry, immigrant families, and mistaken massacres.
Underlying the captivating stories of the men, women, and teenagers who trod the
trail is Simmons' entertaining accounts of his own high adventures on the road to
Santa Fe. Thus, The Old Trail is a guide not only to Santa Fe Trail history, but to
Simmons' passion about the road and his efforts to preserve the historic route. The
wide ranging and well crafted stories in The Old Trail illustrate why Simmons has
led the efforts to revitalize interest in the trail. Indeed, reading The Old Trail is the
next best thing to following the trail in person. It is as refreshing as drinking from a
cool spring after a long stretch of dusty traveling.
Jon Hunner
New Mexico State University
Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache.
By Keith H. Basso. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996.
x viii + 171 pp. Illustrations, map, charts, table, notes, bibliography, index.
$40.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)

In the late 1970s Keith H. Basso, at the request of the chariman of the White
Mountain Apache Tribe, began collecting and mapping Apache place-names. The
four essays collected in Wisdom Sits in Places, winner of the Western States Book
Award for Creative Nonfiction, are the result of that five-year study.
Basso, an anthropologist, discovered that place-names are a rich source of
information about Western Apache culture. Highly specific and descriptive, they
playa vital role in that culture, recalling significant historical events in the Western
Apache homeland and tying the people to the landscape. Each event is described in
a historical narrative that teaches a lesson drawn from the experiences of their
ancestors at that place. Repeating the narratives, begun and ended by saying the
associated place-name, helps the audience recapture the physical and emotional
viewpoints of their ancestors. So closely related are the places, the historical narratives, and the moral lessons associated with them that Western Apaches use placenames as a verbal shorthand to point out wrongdoing, recommend change in behavior,
and extend comfort. For Western Apaches, dwelling mentally and emotionally on
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place-names and the lessons associated with them is the way to gain the strength
and wisdom to deal with life's challenges. According to Basso, their landscape is "a
repository of distilled wisdom, a stern but benevolent keeper to tradition, an evervigilant ally in the efforts of individuals and whole communities to maintain a set of
standards for social living that is uniquely and distinctly their own" (p. 63).
Wisdom Sits in Places is unusual in that, according to Basso, the study of placenames has been out of fashion for a decade. This book should revive interest in that
approach. It has much to offer the cultural geographer, anthropologist, and historian, as well as anyone else interested in how some American Indians have maintained their sense of place and cultural identity into the present. In addition to new
information about cultural persistence, Basso's thought-provoking essays provide
good-humored insight into his profession, particularly his ethnographic fieldwork.
General readers, however, may become discouraged by introductory sections laden
with professional terminology.
Mary Jane Warde
Oklahoma State University
John Wesley Hardin: Dark Angel of Texas. By Leon Metz. (El Paso, Texas:
Mangan Books, 1996. xiv + 337 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95.)
John Wesley Hardin (1853-1895) was a cold-blooded killer who murdered
perhaps thirty or more men, the first one when he was only fifteen years old and the
last probably a few weeks before he himself died from an assassin's bullet. The basic
facts of his life are well-known: born a preacher's son in Texas, he had a quick and
violent temper. He drove cattle up the trail in 1871, participated in the SuttonTaylorfeud in 1873-74, went to Florida in 1874, was arrested in 1877, spent fifteen
years in prison where he taught Sunday school and studied law. He gained a pardon
and admission to the Texas bar in 1894 and the next year landed in El Paso where he
died in August. Although married with children, he spent too much time on the run
and incarcerated to be a good husband or father.
Leon Metz, who has written previously on Hardin-related topics, has produced a lively account of the dangerous man's life. Using Hardin's autobiography,
newspapers, additional Hardin biographies, court records, and other sources, Metz
has tried, mainly with success, to separate truth and myth about the man, a person
often considered the most feared and most ruthless gunman of the Old West.
If the author's characterization of Hardin is correct, and [ think it is, John
Wesley Hardin was at once a simple and complex individual. He was intensely loyal
to his friends and family, but most of the time absent and unable to support them.
He attempted to escape from prison on several occasions, but then settled down to
study law and preach the word of God. He killed, he believed, only those who
deserved death, and he always saw himself as the victim of persecution. He opened
a law practice in El Paso, but spent most of his time drinking and gambling in the
local saloons.
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Over the past century, as the author points out, we have turned many western
outlaws, such as John Wesley Hardin, from thieves and killers to "gunfighters," a
term of endearment. We have mythologized and romanticized them to the extent that
we tend to ignore and dismiss their murderous crimes. In a good biography from a
master storyteller, Metz reminds us again that this "Dark Angel of Texas" deserves
neither our sympathy nor our admiration.
Paul H. Carlson
Texas Tech University

Polling for Democracy: Public Opinion and Political Liberalization in Mexico.
Edited by Roderic Ai Camp. (Wilmington, Delaware: SR Books, 1996. viii +
186 pp. Charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00.)

Although this book has little to say about historical events, Polling for Democracy discusses the new departure in Mexican politics within the last two decades.
Edited by Roderic Camp, the preeminent expert on Mexican politics, the various
articles indicate the increasingly open nature of Mexican politics by 1994. As Camp's
lead article notes, polling has not been prominent in Mexican politics until the 1988
presidential elections. Most polling has been carried out by the federal government
until independent pollsters arrived on the scene in the late 1980s. Polls first appeared in the United States in 1933, but Mexicans remain uneasy about answering
questions concerning political topics in their home.
Alejandro Moreno's article concludes that Mexico presently appears to be a
political system in transition between authoritarianism and democracy. Since its
creation in 1929, the Partido Revolucionario Institucional has rarely agreed to primary elections because party leaders normally appoint their candidates to public
office. Therefore, the 1989 primary elections to select the mayor of Acapulco was
a rare event. In this case, Francisco Ruiz Massieu, then governor of Guerra, hired a
polling agency to conduct an exit poll to know the election's probable result before
announcing the official vote count. In this way, the governor could argue his case
while preserving his political alliances. James McCann's study maintains that Mexico
has never been a democracy. He cites the fact that between 1934 and 1982, the
government's presidential candidates "won" an average of 86 percent of the vote.
One particularly interesting historical trend that pollsters uncovered was that
the fear of violence, particularly the 1910-1920 civil war, traditionally inhibited
voter participation. According to the Stevenson and Seligson study, storytelling
about the Mexican Revolution made Mexicans more likely to fear another eruption
of violence. The constraining impact of revolutionary insurrection, however, seems
to be fading away.
Although the 1988 polls did not demonstrate much quality, the polls conducted
during the 1994 election were fairly accurate. Unlike the 1988 election, the 1994
presidential race was not very close. Pollster activity contributed to the nearly 80
percent voter turnout in 1994, which indicates an important transition in the democratization of the political process.
Douglas W. Richmond
University of Texas at Arlington
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Researching Western History: Topics in the Twentieth Century. Edited by Gerald
D. Nash and Richard W. Etulain. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1997. ix + 220 pp. Notes, index. $50.00 cloth, $24.95 paper.)
As the twentieth century draws to a close, there is a genuine need for western
historians to review the works devoted to this century and to see what has been
done, what is under-studied, and what new directions to pursue. This book successfully addresses these questions. Gerald D. Nash and Richard W. Etulain assembled
eight essays by experts (including themselves) and provided a foreword by Earl
Pomeroy. The latter calls attention to the large scholarly output already devoted to
the twentieth-century West and the usefulness of this book for individuals who
want to know the literature of the field, revise it, or add to it. The editors' brief
informed introduction discusses the context of late twentieth-century scholarship
and recognizes that the time is past when anyone or group can or should define a
future research agenda.
A brief review cannot do justice to the total contents of the book. The contributors-Nash on economic history, Thomas R. Cox on natural resources and the
environment, Roger Lotchin on urbanization, Robert W. Cherny on politics, Glenda
Riley on women, Etulain on cultural history, Fred Erisman on the western myth, and
Gene Gressley as a contributing commentator-provide an interesting mix of both
information and emphasis. The authors, who feel passionately about their subjects,
are often witty, critical, and constructive in their texts and in their documentation.
For example, Nash does not like fads and demands that western historians understand the region's remarkable economy; Cox wants a less anthropocentric history;
Lotchin feels his field is new and wide open; Cherny thinks that historians really
have yet to produce the monographic work to make western politics cohesive; Riley
asks her readers to move beyond studying diversity and search for those similarities
that will make our society function; Etulain believes that a new periodization will
afford culture a larger role in western history; Erisman stresses the remarkable
adaptability of the western myths; and Gressley delightfully affirms, challenges,
and adds his own suggestions. A few themes resonate in some of the essays but not
in all: a recognition of the significance of gender and the importance of biography;
the need for deeply researched monographs as well as for a comparative methodology; a sense of continuity with the nineteenth century but a realization that the
dynamic changes in the current century demands new dimensions, approaches, and
interpretive frameworks.
This book is both good reading and immensely valuable. It makes no effort to be
comprehensive. But the interests of the authors demonstrate the richness of the
field as well as the opportunities for further research. Equally important, their notes
afford excellent summaries of the existing literature. If this book is not placed on the
mandatory reading in western history seminars, smart graduate students will find it
anyway and embarass their mentors.
Martin Ridge
Huntington Library

Book Notes

National Parks: The American Experience. By Alfred Runte. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1997. xxiii + 335 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $16.00 paper.) Reprint of the 1979 edition.
Jesse James Was My Neighbor. By Homer Croy. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1997. xiii + 313 pp. Bibliography, index. $14.00 paper.)
Reprint of the 1949 edition with an introduction by Richard E. Meyer.
Lakota Recollections of the Custer Fight: New Sources of Indian-Military History. Edited by Richard G. Hardoff. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997. 211 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $10.00 paper.) Reprint of the 1991 edition with an introduction by
Jerome A. Greene.
Covered Wagon Women: Diaries & Lettersfrom the Western Trails, 1852.
Vol. 4: The California Trail. Edited by Kenneth L. Holmes. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1997.303 pp. Illustrations, notes, index.
$13.00 paper.) Reprint of the 1985 edition with a new introduction by
Glenda Riley.
Native American Verbal Art: Texts and Contexts. By William M. Clements.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1996.252 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
Let There Be Towns: Spanish Municipal Origins in the American Southwest, 16/0-1810. By Gilbert R. Cruz. (College Station: TexasA&M University Press, 1997. xvii + 236 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1988 edition with a foreword by Donald C. Cutter.
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Billy the Kid: His Life and Legend. By Jon Tuska. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997. xviii + 295 pp. Illustrations, map,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $17.95 paper.) Revised and expanded version of the 1994 edition titled, Billy the Kid: A Bio-Bibliography.
Spider Woman: A Story of Navajo Weavers and Chanters. By Gladys A.
Reichard. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997. xxxii +
287 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1934 edition with an introduction by Louise Lamphere.
New Mexico's Book World: A Resource Guide. Edited by Richard Po1ese.
(Santa Fe: New Mexico Book Association, 1997. v + 141 pp. Illustrations.
$8.95 paper.)
A Texas Ranger. By N.A. Jennings. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1997. xvii + 158 pp. Notes. $9.95 paper.) A reprint of the 1899
edition with a foreword by J. Frank Dobie and a new introduction by
Stephen L. Hardin.
Facing West: The Metaphysics of Indian-Hating and Empire Building.
By Richard Drinnon. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. xxx +
572 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1980 edition with a new preface by the author.
Inventing Billy the Kid: Visions of the Outlaw in America, /88/-/98/.
By Stephen Tatum. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1997. xiii + 242
pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.) Reprint of
the 1982 edition with a new preface by the author.
French Fur Traders and Voyageurs in the American West. Edited by
LeRoy R. Hafen. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997.333 pp.
Map, notes, index. $15.00 paper.) Reprint of the 1965 edition with an
introduction by Janet Lecompte.
Wells Brothers: The Young Cattle Kings. By Andy Adams. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1997. xiv + 356 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $12.95 paper.) Reprint the the 1911 edition with an introduction by
Jim Hoy.
Stirrup High. By Walt Coburn. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1997. 190 pp. Map. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1957 edition with a foreword by Fred Gipson and an introduction by Dale L. Walker.

News Notes

Due to a quality control error by our printer some copies of the April
1997 New Mexico Historical Review were produced with pages 187
through 202 missing. If you received one of these copies please contact
the Review offices at (505) 277-5839 and request a replacement. The
Review staff apologizes for any inconvienence this situation has created.
The Amon Carter Museum will offer several exciting exhibitions over
the next several months. Masterworks of the Photography Collection:
Inspired by Children will run until 7 September 1997. Organized by the
museum, this summertime installation explores the historical development of photography through the images of children. The selected photographers have attempted to represent the special qualities of children
through a variety of styles, from posed studio portraits to candid street
photographs that capture children in the midst of play to shots of children at work in fields and factories. Gems from the Collection will show
until 17 August 1997. During this special show, the Amon Carter will
devote all of its galleries to paintings, drawings, sculpture, and photographs from its permanent collection. Some of the featured artists include: Frederic Remington, Charles Russell, Thomas Cole, Frederic
Church, George Catlin, Albert Bierstadt, Dennis Miller Bunker, and Georgia O'Keefe. Charles Sheeler in Doylestown: American Modernism and
the Pennsylvania Tradition will run between 23 August and 2 November 1997. This exhibition of 55 objects, including 34 photographs and 21
paintings and drawings, illuminates the role of regional aesthetics in
search of a national artistic identity-a concern that captivated a generation of American modernists. Several of the works feature a small,
eighteenth-century stone farmhouse in Doylestown, Pennsylvania that
Sheeler and his colleague Morton Livingston Schamberg rented in about
1910. To find out more information about these exhibitions and other
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programs the museum offers please contact the Amon Carter at 3501
Camp Bowie Boulevard/Fort Worth, Texas 76107-2695. Or call the museum at (817) 738-1933.
The Los Alamos Historical Society and Museum will be hosting an
all-day picnic on 20 September 1997 for anyone who attended or had
dealings with the Los Alamos Ranch School. Tentative plans include
having videos to view in Fuller Lodge, a horse procession across the
grounds as in the graduation ceremonies during the Ranch School, live
mariachi musical entertainment, an informal program, and lots of food
booths where you can purchase refreshments. Organizers hope to have
wide participation, but especially welcome those whose lineage includes
the workers at the school from the pueblos and villages of the surrounding areas. There will be no admission for this day of fun and remembrance. For further information on Los Alamos HistoricalSociety Membership, the picnic, or to provide leads on people who might otherwise
not have heard about this event, please contact the Los Alamos Historical Society and Museum/1921 Juniper Street/P.O. Box 43/Los Alamos,
NM 87544-0043/(505) 662-6272.
The Latin America Data Base (LADB) at the University of New Mexico
offers an on-line searchable archive of over 23,000 articles on politics,
economics, human rights, the environment, drugs, guerrillas, military,
and other stories dating from 1986 and updated weekly. It also offers
back issues of Latin American economic journals in Spanish. The site
offers unlimited access to the LADB archive and newsletters with an
institutional subscription available to universities, businesses, and other
organizations. Institutions can subscribe and offer password-free access to all users logging in from their computer domain. A low monthly
rate is available to individuals who are given a password. The archive is
accessible via the World Wide Web at http://ladb.unm.edu by clicking
on Search Archive. To subscribe send e-mail to info@ladb.unm.edu or
call 1-800-472-0888 (in the United States) or (505) 277-6839. You may
also write at Latin America Data Base/University of New Mexico/801
Yale NE/Albuquerque, NM 87131-10 16/USA. Mastercard and Visa are
accepted.
The Forest History Society (FHS) proudly announces the election
of Steven Anderson to the office of president, effective 7 June 1997. He
succeeds Harold K. Steen who has held the position since 1978. Anderson earned a bachelor of science degree in forest management from
Rutgers University in 1977, a master of science in forest soils from the
University of Washington in 1979, and a Ph.D. in forest economics from
North Carolina State University in 1987. Since 1987, Anderson has been
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on the forestry faculty at Oklahoma State University. He began as assistant professor of forestry and state extension forester; as of 1995 he has
been professor of forestry and program leader for the extension forestry,
wildlife, and aquaculture program. Widely published and recognized in
the field of forestry, he is a member of the Society of American Foresters' Council. The Forest History Society is a nonprofit educational institution. Founded in 1946, it advances historical understanding of
mankind's interaction with the forest environment through programs in
research, publication, service, library, and archival collecting. It is affiliated with Duke University and co-publishes the quarterly journal Environmental History through the auspices of Duke University Press. FHS
is a membership organization and annual dues for individuals begin at
$35.00. For further information, contact the FHS at 701 Vickers Avenue/
Durham, NC 27701/(919) 682-9319.
The National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center will
host its annual Prix de West Invitational Exhibition and Sale. The exhibition will commence on 13-14 June and run through 14 September 1997.
The exhibit, featuring more than 250 works by 86 artists, will feature the
finest in contemporary western art. Ranging from historical pieces that
reflect the early days of the Westto more contemporary and impressionistic works of art revealing the landscapes and wildlife of today's West,
exhibiting artists bring a diversity of styles to the exhibition. Unsold
works of art may be purchased throughout the show's run. For further
information, contact the National Cowboy Hall of Fame/1700 Northeast
63 rd Street/Oklahoma City, OK 73111/(405) 478-2250, ext. 218.
Roy E. Yarbrough, Ed.D., is requesting the help of New Mexico Historical Review readers to track down mascot name origins for two New
Mexico schools: Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute in Albuquerque and Western New Mexico University in Silver City. If you have any
information that may be of benefit to Yarbrough, contact him at P.O. Box
11401/Lynchburg, VA 24506/ Phone (804) 993-3311/ Fax (804) 993-9159.
Laurie Beth Duffy, publisher and executive editor of the Native
American Ancestry Hunting Ancestor Roster (NAAHAR) is offering an
ancestry research service to individuals interested in providing names
or information. NAAHAR will publish information on all registered ancestors and researchers in upcoming editions of "Who's Looking For
Whom in Native American Ancestry." For further information or to receive a submission form please contact Laurie Beth Duffy/ NAAHAR/
3308Acapulco Drivel Riverview, FL 33569/ Phone (813) 653-0015/E-mail
laurie.duffy@pchelp.com.
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The New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities (NMEH) Speakers
Bureau and Chautauqua Program will offer several presentations covering a wide range of subjects and historical characters during the upcoming months. The programs are scheduled for various cities across New
Mexico. The Endowment will also be hosting a Fall convocation and
gala on 7 November 1997 where attendees will be able to have dinner
with a Chautauqua character. If interested in attending the convocation,
any of these presentations, or to receive a listing of speakers and programs, please contact the NMEH1209 Onate Hall/University of New
Mexico/Albuquerque, NM 87131-1213/(505) 277-3705.
Peggy Pascoe, Ph.D., recently received the ABC-CLIO America: History and Life Award, presented at the Organization of American Historians Conference at the San Francisco Hilton. The ABC-CLIO America:
History and Life Award is presented biennially to recognize and encourage scholarship in American history in journal literature, advancing new
perspectives on previously unconsidered topics. The winner receives a
certificate and $750. The award committee selected Pascoe's article "Miscegenation Law, Court Cases, and Ideologies of 'Race' in TwentiethCentury America" from the Journal ofAmerican History (June 1996) for
its imaginative intermingling of issues in legal history, race relations,
and gender/family history, declaring it a model of the expansion interdisciplinary techniques can produce on the discipline involved in our study
of history.

